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Queen Mother Nana Ama
Odi Visits Mr. And Mrs.
James O. Simmons' Home

Congressional
Black Caucus
Responds
To State Of The
Union Address

Carolyn C. Kilpatrick (D-MI)
WASHINGTON, D C -

Congresswoman
Carolyn
C. Kilpatrick (D-MI),
Chairwoman
of
the
Congressional Black Caucus
(CBC), released the following
statement in response to
President Bush’s State of the
Union Address:
“The President’s seventh
and final address to Congress
and America was laced with
pessimistic optimism. The
President lauded an economic
stimulus package that will not
help millions of Americans.
None of the proposed provi
sions include the extension of
unemployment benefits, or
investing in a summer jobs
program; both of which would
support the sustainability of
our compromised economy
and relieve the awesome
burden being shouldered by
American families.”

Queen Mother Nana Ama Odi II arrives by motorcade

“Americans are facing
fiscal and social crises at home
and military and moral causal
ities abroad. They are looking
to our nation’s leaders for
actual remedies to remove
them from financial ruin and
chaos.”
“The rebuilding of
Louisiana and Mississippi
cannot
occur without
providing adequate housing,
jobs, education and health care
to the thousands of residents
that once called the region
home. The decision to allow
New Orleans to serve as the
backdrop for the North
American Summit of Canada,
Mexico, and the United States
we hope will help rebuild New
Orleans,”

CAUCUS
continued on pg. 10
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TAMPA - On Saturday, Jan.
26, James O. Simmons, the
Founder and recently retired
president Emeritus of the
Pinellas County Urban League
and his beautiful wife, Betty
McGlocton Simmons had the
high honor of hosting Queen
mother Nana Ama Odi II, of
Akuapem - Apirede , Ghana,
West Africa. Queen mother Odi
II was installed on April 19,
2002; her installment is a life
time appointment.
Mr. Simmons explained that
the visit to his home was an
“official” visit by the Queen. As
an official visitor, the queen
mother traveled to Mr. nd Mrs.
Simmons home in an official
motorcade. The Queen Mother’s
delegation included one of her
subordinate
queens,
the
honorable
Nana
Akua

Asantewaa,
who
is
the
Dompiahemma (queen mother
for development) of Apirede.
She is currently living in
Toronto, Canada. Also in the
queen mother’s delegation was
her daughter, Princess Sally
Mensah, Mr. Seifah Boakye,
Chief
Linguist
for
the
Asantehene of the Ghanaian
people in Dallas, Texas.
The queen’s dancers for the
visit were led by Principal
dancer, Ms. Maame Serwaa, a
Master’s level student at North
Texas,
University,
Denton,
Texas.
Mr. Simmons continued by
explaining that it is the
Akuapem - Apirede, Ghana
tradition that on official visits
the queen mother be accompa
nied by a delegation which
includes dancers, three little

Dancers lead the queen mother’s delegation inside

girls under the age of six who sit
at her feet dining the entire two
hours ceremonies, lady atten
dants, a linguist for herself and
one for her host, along with
other members of her delegation
which totaled twenty one.
On arrival at the Simmons’
home the dancers assembled
outside and led the queen
mother’s delegation into the
Simmons home with an official
tribal dance that started at the
driveway and continued up the
sidewalk leading to the front
doors into the house. The
custom is for the host family and
fiiends to “Be Seated” as the
queen and her delegation make
their entrance.
After the arrival ceremony
concluded with the seating of
the queen mother, her daughter
and the under queen mother, the

continued on pg. 6

Clinton, Obama Still In
Dead Heat After Super Tuesday
BY HAZEL TRICE EDNEY
NNPA EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

6

Sports...................................7
Entertainment.....................8
Black History.......................9
State/National News........10
Obituary

QUEEN

More pictures of Queen Mother Odi’s official visit with Mr. & Mrs. James O. Simmons at their home are featured on page 15
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dancing girls continued to dance
a dance that honored the
Simmons’ home. They extended
best wishes for long lives and
much happiness.
The
official
program
included a prayer conducted by
the two linguists to their
deceased elders which included
an African ritual of offering the
elders a libation which was
poured from a bottle into a bowl
that was placed on the floor
symbolizing the closest location
to the elder’s spirit. After this
prayer, the queen mother’s
dancers passed out a token gift
from the Mother to all in atten
dance and presented Mr. and
Mrs. Simmons with very lavish
gifts of Ghanaian clothing and

........... 11

Church Directory........ 12, 13
Church News.................... 14
Sen. Barack Obama

Sen. Hillary Clinton

WASHINGTON,
D.C. (NNPA) - The winner is
still not clear, but the historic
moment is.
“Many of us never dreamed
that we would see such a day,”
says Dr. Dorothy Height, the
95-year-old president emeritus
of the National Council of
Negro Women. “This gives us a
sense that if we want to we can
join hands and work together.”
Height was among a crowd at
the national headquarters of the
Council of Negyo Women in
D.C. that gathered for a “Watch
Party” to view the Super
Tuesday
primary
election
returns.

“But, we’ve also got to
recognize that this stirs up the
power forces in a new way,” she
warns. “So we’ll have to be on
our alert that we don’t take it
for granted. But we’ll have to
work harder to fulfill the thing
that we’ve been working on.”
The “it” to which Height
refers in the interview with the
NNPA News Service meant one
of two historic facts - that for
the first time, a woman is about
to receive the Democratic nom
ination for president of the
United States or for the first
time, the nomination will go to
a black man.
Either way, .civil rights

TUESDAY
continued on pg. 10
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under the direction of Robert L. Anders,
announced the release of a new CD,
entitled “Love and Harmony”
“ttniie & ILroiotiu”

The Alumni Singers
CD ORDER FORM
Please Print
NAME
ADDRESS

IMAGINE. A COMMUNITY-WIDE INCREASE IN
UNEMPLOYMENT. WITH JUST A 25% DROP IN
TOURISM, PINELLAS COUNTY WOULD LOSE ABOUT
21,000 JOBS.

STATE/ZIPCODE
NUMBER OF DISCS:
X $15.00

"We now employ over 125 Pinellas County residents. We
also have more than 43 thousand square feet of retail,

SUBTOTAL:__________ ____

restaurants and attractions Whose businesses employ

+ $2 S&H PER DISC+______________

many staff, if not more, than we do. The tourism industry is
a vital part of pur business. Our visitors keep us going "
— KATHLEEN MCDOLE

TOTAL:______________

owner. Friendly Fisherman

Please mail your completed form

St. Petersburg
Clearwater

with a check or money order to:
ALUMNI SINGERS, PO BOX 10238,
ST. PETERSBURG, FL 33733

SUPPORT TOURISM AND YOU SUPPORT US ALL.

I N F I N I T I

Please visit PinellasCVB.com/tourism for more information

Please allow four to six weeks for delivery.

$1,UUU PRICE &
EXPERIENCE GUARANTEE.

For the finest purchase experience,
simply contact our Business
DeVelopment Agents by phone at:

Visit
online at:
visit us
us online
au

Lokeyautos.com
Or come see us in person at:

19820 US Hwy 19 N
Clearwater
Talk to our Certified Business
DevelopmentAgents to schedule
your sales/serviee appointment,
schedule a 15 minute appraisal
or receive specific information
about our Vehicle inventory.

Our guarantee to you:
• We will beat any dealer’s
advertised price in the country
or pay you S1,000.00*
• The easiest way to shop
• Give you the best purchase
experience
• The most knowledgeable staff
in the market

■T

*

I N F I N I T I.

9820 U.S. Hwy 19N. • Clearwater

www.Iokeyautos.com
Pre-owned : 866-296-6655 • Service : 877-253-9627
rfter mus! be signed and autht
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The Weekly Challenger Newspaper
We Value Diversity. We Value Education. We Value History.
• A knowledge of history brings a feeling of fellowship that runs through the ages — be it a territory, a village, a district, or a nation.
• To live without history is likened to living without a form of memory.
• To be without history is to live without roots or a past, with the present having no real foundation, and very little meaning for the future.
• To know the events of our past (can help us) to know what future events can be.

• The Weekly Challenger is committed to featuring articles of all ethnic cultures for the reading enjoyment of both the young and old generations.
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A Child Next Door May Need Your Help
BY MARIAN WRIGHT
EDELMAN
NNPA COLUMNIST

When four sisters
were discovered dead
in a Southeast Washington, D.C.,
rowhouse
on Jan.
9,
the
community
and
city
were
shocked. According to newspaper
reports, the girls’ bodies had been
decomposing for many weeks
before
their
discovery.
Compounding the tragedy is the
fact that for the better part of a
year, numerous agencies in the
District of Columbia were aware
of disturbing signs that the
children were in danger.
But no one was successful in
reaching out to the children or
their mother to prevent this
appalling calamity. The girls’
mother, Banita Jacks, 33, has been
charged in their murders.
This case is a loud alarm bell
for all of us and serves as a
reminder that in cities and smaller
communities across the nation,
there are children, sometimes just
next door, who need our help.
Neighbors suspecting something

was wrong could have been more
aggressive in inquiring about their
well-being. Several local agencies
failed to persist to get help and
follow up on what was happening
to the children.
Sadly this case is not unique.
Many thousands of children have
died or been grievously abused or
neglected in communities in every
region of our country. Every 36
seconds a child is confirmed as
abused or neglected. Many of
these children remain invisible to
those who could help them.
How do we stop the neglect and
abuse? We start with the under
standing that protecting our
children is everyone’s responsibil
ity, and not solely that of public
social service agencies. Caring
vigilance — child watching —
should be the watch word for all of
us.
As individuals, we can begin
by reaching out to relatives and
neighbors struggling to care for
children — even when familial
tension makes that uncomfortable.
Get help for a child you believe is
being abused or neglected.
Become a foster parent or

adoptive parent. Offer to give a
break to grandparents who have
taken in their grandchildren by
caring - for the children several
days a month. Volunteer to stand
up for an abused or neglected
child as a court-appointed special
advocate. Be a mentor to a child
who is still at home or in foster
care. Contribute your time or
money to a program that helps
prevent family crises or protects
and treats children when abuse has
occurred.
We must get our own faith and
community-based organizations to
do more. Educate your congrega
tion about protecting children and
take action to help.
Find ways to support parents
who need help. Offer space in
your facility for special events.
Make sure that children in foster
care are involved in your youth
activities. Arrange for scholar
ships to colleges or universities
with which you are affiliated.
Support national, state and local
policy initiatives that will keep
children safe and in permanent
families. If just a fraction of the
faith congregations in our nation

found an adoptive or foster care
family for a child, we wouldn’t
have children alone in the world
without
loving
families.
Employers can also make valuable
contributions. They can make sure
their leave policies recognize the
needs of foster and adoptive
parents. They can provide intern
ships and longer term employment
for youths in foster care.
Businesses also can adopt local
agencies or groups that serve
children who have been abused or
neglected.
Just as important, we must
push for significant improvements
in our child welfare agencies, our
courts, and our schools to better
protect children in communities
throughout our nation. And we
must invest in the health care and
mental health and early childhood
development programs that will
help give our children a healthy
start in life.
As a memorial to the Jacks
girls and for the sake of millions
of other neglected and abused
children, all of us must recognize
that keeping children safe is
everybody’s business.

Fax (727) 823-2568
Email:
generalmanager@theweeklychallenger.com
www.theweeklychallenger.com
Readership: 100,000 monthly
THE BLACK PRESS believes that America can best
lead the world from racial antagonism when it accords to
every man, regardless of race, creed or color, his human
and legal rights. Hating no man, fearing no man... the
Black Press strives to help every man in the firm belief
that all men are hurt as long as anyone is held back.
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Change Your Mind, Change Your Income
BY FARRAH GRAY
NNPA COLUMNIST

Every
success
story, whether large or
small, can be traced to
traits,
habits
and

specific
behaviors.
And since successful people
“do” things that render certain
results, it makes sense for those
actions to be replicated. Now,
these essential actions weren’t
given to me in a manual when I
was six years old. The Great Oz
didn’t walk into my room one day
and say, “Son, here are the rules.
Read ‘em. Digest ‘em. Live 'em”
(although I wish someone had!).
There were no classes, no audiotapes or seminar series on these
powerful lessons — at least not
that I’m aware of.
Instead, I discovered these
timeless riches over time. What I
learned is that the path to success is
universal but it’s also expansive,
so there are many ways to get to
the same results. In other words,
there are many ways to make
spaghetti. If you talk to 10
different people, you’re likely to
get 10 different recipes. In the end,

though, the dish is still spaghetti.
And although each individual may
have added his or her own
signature style, at a very basic
level, spaghetti is spaghetti.
That said, let’s be clear about one
thing: 1 said above that success can
be large or small. Success can also
be short and sweet or long and
maintained. Different sets of
behaviors and actions translate to
whether or not your success will
last a swift second or a long
lifetime.
Most people are aware, for
instance, that those who receive
sudden
financial
windfalls
typically return to the same
financial state as before and have
even been known to declare bank
ruptcy. Why? Because they
haven’t changed their behavior
toward money and spending to
hold on to that newly acquired
wealth.
Evelyn Adams won the New
Jersey lottery not just once, but
twice (1985, 1986), to the tune of
$5.4 million. Today the money is
all gone and she lives in a trailer.
William “Bud” Post won $16.2
million in the Pennsylvania lottery
in 1988 but now lives on his Social

What are your opinions on
The Weekly Challenger!
Please feel free to let us know.

Security.
People accustomed to having
lots of money and who lose it, on
the other hand, tend to gain it all
back plus more because they think,
act, and behave in a certain way
that promotes perpetual wealth.
While learning the ropes to
managing money well takes time
and practice, anyone can do it. A
good starting point is getting what
money you do have under control,
including debt and credit. Once
you get into the habit of managing
money well, you’ll never go back
to being flat-out broke, no matter
how much money you make in the
future. And if perchance you do hit
a little ditch, which is entirely
possible out there in the real world,
you’ll be able to rely on the same
techniques to climb out again.
Getting into healthy habits
when it comes to money is step
one. Imagine not having to
actually think about putting your
financial house in order, because
knowing what to do to reach your
goals comes naturally. Wouldn’t
life be so much easier (and less
Stressful) if you didn’t have to
focus so much on making sure you
are doing the right thing day in and

day out to support your dreams?
The mind is a powerful place,
which is why we need to start there
if we’re ever going to see results in
the real world. Given the fact
money issues prevail when it
comes to many people’s stresses,
I’d venture to guess that we spend
the greater part of ours days
thinking about money from a
negative perspective — money is
evil, money is too hard to make,
money doesn’t like me because I
can’t get enough of it to feel at ease
and “accomplished.”
Sound familiar? Well, let’s see
if we can’t turn that negative
thinking around by shifting how
you perceive the role of money in
your life.
We all can agree that money is
the means of freedom, education,
and comfort. It allows us to grow,
achieve autonomy, learn, and
provide a value and service to the
world at large.
Having a positive relationship
with money is often the first step in
lessening financial stress and
making the changes necessary to
open new doors to opportunity. To
victory. To success.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Drought Information And
Water Conservation
A Part Of State Fair
TAMPA - Visitors to this
year’s Florida State Fair will
have the opportunity to learn
about the drought and water
conservation when they visit the
Southwest
Florida
Water
Management District’s informa
tion booth and water-conserving
restroom trailer.
The District will promote
water conservation and Floridafriendly landscaping at the fair,
which is being held Feb. 7-18 in
Tampa.
“Because the area is experi
encing a severe drought, water
conservation is even more
crucial,” said Melissa Roe,
project manager for the District.
“The
water-conserving
restroom station is a practical
and effective tool to share infor
mation with thousands of
people who visit the fair.”

The
restroom
trailer
features the District’s new
“Reduce Your Use” water con
servation
campaign
and
Florida-friendly
landscaping
tips through displays and free
materials. It also features six
private air-conditioned half
baths with water conservation
features, running water, lights,
mirrors
and
a bathroom
attendant who will keep the
stalls clean and stocked.
The main focus of the
restroom station, which is a
cleaner alternative to some
bathrooms found at large
events, is water conservation.
The restroom trailer uses a
water filtration and circulation
system, similar to the systems
used on airplanes, to reuse the
water from the sink drains in the
toilet tanks. In addition, the

Computer Mentors Group
Observes Black Family
Technology Week

water used in the toilets is
filtered and chemically treated
then returned to the toilets’
tanks. This filtration system
allows the water conservation
restroom trailer to use just 10
percent of the water needed for
a standard restroom trailer.
The water conservation
restroom station began as a pilot
program in the Pinellas-Anclote
River Basin. The project is
now funded by all of the Basins
within the District, including
the Hillsborough River Basin
which includes portions of
Hillsborough, Pasco and Polk
counties.
For additional information
on the drought, water restric
tions or water conservation tips,
visit the District’s Web site at
WaterMatters.org/drought

TAMPA - This week, the
Computer Mentors Group
(CMG) will sponsor a series of
workshops for the Tampa Bay
community
during
Black
Family Technology Awareness
Week from Feb. 10-16. This
event will illustrate why being
“connected” is necessary for
everyone. The free events are
open to the public and will
reveal how computers can sig
nificantly improve the quality
of life for families who are not
unleashing the power of today’s
technologies.
Black Family Technology
Awareness Week is an annual
public awareness campaign
dedicated to communicating the
value of technology and its
importance in the education and

career preparation of children.
“We are looking to bring
together
community
and
industry leaders, like Microsoft,
to make this event a success,”
said Ralph Smith, founder and
executive director of the
Computer Mentors Group.
“We hope everyone walks away
knowing a little bit more about
computers and technology than
when they entered the door.”
Visitors will engage in
hands-on demonstrations and
have an opportunity to hear
from local computer and infor
mation technology profession
als on the importance of
studying math and science and
gaining technology proficiency
to succeed in college or in the
workplace.

Refreshments
will
be
served. Guests will have the
opportunity to win one of seven
computers
loaded
with
Microsoft software.
Computer Mentors will
host three events in different
parts of the Tampa Bay area.
• Monday, Feb. 11 - Open
House at 6 p.m., CMG Pinellas
Training Center, 1123 22nd
Street S., St. Petersburg.
• Tuesday, Feb. 12 Technology fair at 6 p.m., NFL
Youth Education Town Center,
3310 E. Lake in Tampa.
• Thursday, Feb. 21 Second technology fair at 6
p.m., Bowers Whitley Career
Center, 13609 N. 22nd Street in
Tampa.

SAT Test Prep Class At
St. Petersburg College
T-SHIRTS . UNIFORMS . SPORTSWEAR . FAMILY REUNIONS . MEMORIALS

PHs (727)823-2500

PH: (727)768-7529

UNIVERSITY
WE GOT IT 1 99
CUSTOM WEAR FOR YOUR CUSTOM HEEDS
isso

wth

st.

s.

EML; SCOItPlOS2109@YAHOO.COM
GRAPHICS . SCREEN PRINTING . EMBROIDERY . BANNERS . SIGNS & MORE I

ST.
PETERSBURG Learn how your student can
achieve their highest score
possible on this very important
college entrance test!
Classes will be held on
Saturday mornings at the SPCSeminole, Tarpon Springs,
Clearwater and Downtown St.
Petersburg campuses starting
Feb. 23 from 9 a.m. - noon.
Students from neighboring

up for these four locations. The
cost, which includes the
textbook, is $195.
The class features a total
curriculum that combines the
math and verbal portions, and
includes new essay writing tips
and practice. Students will take
official retired practice tests,
do remedial exercises and
review questions, and receive
important test taking strate-

course
at
Palm Harbor
University
High
School
beginning March 4,
on
Tuesdays and Thursdays from
2 p.m. until 4 p.m. The cost is
$195, includes the text.
Both classes target the
May 3 SAT Test, and are taught
by experienced SPC English
and math adjunct professors.
For information or to enroll
with a Visa/MasterCard, call

high schools, both public and
private, and home-schooled

g'CS.

SPC Lifelong Learning depart
ment at 341-3184. Class sizes

students are encouraged to sign

PARENTS

,' ,

J

St. Petersburg College is
also offering an SAT Prep

Naaman Johnson Represents

are limited.

CROWN
EUROCARS

Mercedes-Benz

Pinellas County Schools Wants Your Child to Apply for a

’H KlUl K‘1
I

PROGRAM^

highTc2fundamenta|’

Naaman Johnson, represents Mertiedes-'Benzat Grown
Eurocars. Naaman is a familiar name in the luxury
*** ' v vl‘European aOtomobllisSrctesand is anoutstandin'g7
•
representation of Crown EQ/Stars-and the customer,
service principles wp believe ip. j (Nf(

ACADEMY

Naaman would like to invite all his friends, clients and
WB%hOwRme a Mercedez Benz purchase
experience “unlike any Other’Ll
/ to stop by and say hello.

I •

Does your child like dance,
drama, computers, science,
engineering, math,

Just recogntzedas one Sf.tfie .

Mercedes-Benz “Best of the Best”
Retailer Award Winners for 2002-2004-2006

Direct (727)329-3036
e-mail njohnson@crowncars.com
FA40994

journalism, medical

6001 34th Street N., St. Petersburg • (727)527-5731

professions, marine science,
global studies, automotive
engineering, criminal
justice, architecture,
culinary arts (food),
performing arts or other
special interests?
.. S3

J

Important Dates to Remember

DON'T
MISS YOUR
CHANCE!
APPLY for your

Feb. 11-22 ........... Application Period
(You must apply for child's program or school.)

Feb. 12-20 ........... Mini Fairs - All times are 6:30-8:30 p.m.
Tuesday, Feb. 12 at Lakewood High
Wednesday, Feb. 13 at John Hopkins Middle
Tuesday, Feb. 19 at Gibbs High
Wednesday, Feb. 20 at Jamerson Elementary

March 10-16....... Acceptance Period

child's favorite
programs

(If invited, you must call us back to accept child's
program.)

More information is coming vour wav very soon!

For more information, call (727) 588-6210.
www.pcsb.org
The School Board of Pinellas County, Florida, prohibits any and all forms of discrimination and
harassment based on race, color, sex, religion, national origin, marital status, age, sexual
orientation or disability in any of its programs, services or activities.

PCS4>

celebrate
I
being
a woman
You love choices! With the latest shades,
anti-aging skin care and great gift ideas,
1 can show you beautiful products suited
just for you. Cali me today to find more ways
to look good and feel great!

NA
Dianne Speights
Independent Beauty Consultant

PINELLAS COUNTY SC100LS

301 Fourth St. SW, P.O. Box 2942
Largo, FL 33779-2942

2

www.marykay.com/dspeights
(727) 866-6621
(727) 896-6556

LOCAL NEWS continued
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Construction Begins
On Childs Park YMCA

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Pubiix

Courtesy of
FEBRUARY-2008

Saturday, Feb. 9 - Walking Tour
of
Downtown St. Petersburg Historic District.
Central Avenue and 2nd Street second Saturday
monthly, 10 a.m. to noon. St. Petersburg
Preservation Inc. visits historic buildings and tells
t
h
e
history of St. Petersburg during this walking tour
of downtown beginning at the Detroit Hotel
corner. $5 donation, www.stpetepreservation.org or 727-824-7802.
Saturday and Sunday, Feb. 9 and 10 - Great
Engines
of
the Past. Pinellas Pioneer Settlement, 2900 31st
St. S. 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Antique engine demonstra
tions, tractor pulls, a tractor parade, hay rides
and old time music. 727-866-6401.
Saturday, Feb. 16 - Get Active Tampa Bay. Vinoy

Park, Bayshore Drive and 7th Avenue
Northeast 10 a.m. to 10 p.m. Over 50 sport activ
ities for families, seniors and teen with music and
food. Free. 727-456-3100.
Saturday, Feb. 23 - Suncoast Classic. BayWalk,
2nd Street and 2nd Avenue North 8 a.m. 10k and
5k run. 9 a.m. Pelican mile. 9:30 a.m. fun run.
Register at www.runforkids.com or 727-767-8221.
Sunday, Feb. 24 - Black History Pageant's 30th
Annual Production. Progress Energy Center for
the Arts at Mahaffey Theater, 400 1st St. S. 4
p.m. Theatrical youth production illustrating
black history facts through acting, singing,
poetry and dance. 727-892-5767
Friday, Feb. 29 - Jersey Ja2z. Progress Energy
Center for the Arts, Bayview Room, 400 1 st. St.
S., 7:30 p.m. $20. www.rickgeesjazzjamm.com
or www.mahaffeytheater.com

Howard University Awarded A
Multi-Million Dollar Grant:
Are You “Ready To Teach?”
Howard University has just
been awarded a multi-million
dollar grant from the U.S.
Department of Education to
recruit, train and certify people
that are interested in becoming
teachers. We are looking for
candidates who would like to
teach English, Mathematics,
Reading, Science or Special
Education in Chicago (IL);
Clayton County (GA); Houston

(TX); Prince George’s County
(MD); or Washington (DC). No
experience or background in
education is required!
The Ready to Teach program
(RtT) is actively recruiting candi
dates for the 2008-2009 Cohort.
Through this program you can
earn a Master’s of Arts . in
teaching Degree and get your
teaching certification in one short
year!

RtT even provides scholar
ships and financial assistance
to its candidates. The program is
geared
towards
African
American males, but everyone is
encouraged to apply. The appli
cation deadline is March 3,2008!
For admissions requirements
and more information please visit
the Web site at www.readytoteach.org, or email
Trenile
Tillman at ttillman@howard.edu.

Volunteers Needed At

Carter G. Woodson Museum
ST. PETERSBURG - In the
field of construction, a corner
stone is the prominent, indis
pensable stone forming an angle
at the outer comer of an
important building. In like
manner, as a volunteer with the
Woodson Museum, you will
become an important support
anchor, a cornerstone providing
viable, supportive services.

There are various volunteer
opportunities at the Museum,
however, our most urgent need
is for you to become one of
our gracious greeters. Greeters
smile as they welcome everyone
entering the Museum, as well as
obtain signatures on the Visitors
List. Visitors include children
on school trips, college students
on field trips, as well as other

individuals.
Museum hours are as
follows: Mondays 11:00 a.m. to
2:00 p.m.; Wednesdays 11:00
a.m. to 2:00 p.m.; Fridays 11:00
a.m to 2:00 p.m.
To sign-up to become a cor
nerstone volunteer, or for infor
mation about the Museum or
pther volunteer opportunities,
call (727) 323-1104.

ST. PETERSBURG - The
city of St Petersburg and the
YMCA
of
Greater
St.
Petersburg hosted ground
breaking ceremonies for the
new Childs Park YMCA and a
city micro library, to be built at
691 43rd St. S.
The 15,000 sq. ft. state-ofthe-art facility will serve as a
community center, offering
programs for youth and adults.
In addition to Y-Achievers, an
academic after-school program
available
to
students
Kindergarten through eighth
grade, the new facility features
a new city micro public library,
with 1,200 sq. ft. to house a
computer lab and a small col

USF

Gibbs
High
School is
seeking
alumni to
broaden
the minds
Gibbs High
of
our
School
youth.
We
Principal
would like
Antelia
Campbell for you to
share your
experiences as a former
Gibbs student. This is a
special opportunity for you
to unite with Gibbs in
educating a new generation.
The purpose of Alumni
Day is to establish ties
between past graduates and
the current Gibbs student

•

FEBRUARY IS
BLACK HISTORY MONTH

1601 16th Street South, St Petersburg, FL
(727) 894-0511 • (727) 823-7910
Income Tax Preparation

Law Enforcement Lieutenant #4646

24- Hour Rapid Refund Available
For information regarding the required qualifications, please
go to http://www.stnt.usf.edu/iobs
or visit USF SF Human Resources, 140 Seventh Avenue S.,
BAY 206, St Petersburg, FL 33701.
USF is an Equal Ooportunitv/Equal Aceess/Affirmative Action Institution.

BETTER THAN THE BEST!!!
BISHOP HURIAH
KING OF ALL THE MODERN DAY PROPHETS
Master In All Casework
Lawsuits, Court-Cases, Reunite Separated,
Nature Problems And Cross-Condition, Hard Times

One Day Hot Special Blessing
100% (Guaranteed)
Call Now 24-Hours Toll Free 800-399-7353
www.bishophuriah.tv

Notary Public
Information Available on Reverse Mortgages
(Serving the Community at this Location Since 1966)

AFRICAN-AMERICAN ATTORNEY
•
•
•
•

Worker’s Compensation (Job Injuries)
Employment Law (Job Discrimination)
Personal Injury (Auto Accidents)
Bankruptcy Law (Chapter 7 & 13)

(727)209-0814

Cancelled or Non-Renewed???

Find out how to turn your
love for children into a living.

Larry Eugene Walker •

Insurance

Great Automobile Rates • Over 20 Years of Experience

BE

A HERO

TO BE A HERO

WESTCARE FLORIDA
COUNSELOR—Full-time position, 40 hrs/wk. BA-level

Counselor with SA prevention experience to work with At-Risk
Youth in the Childs Park Area. Must pass background
screening. Salary commensurate with education and experience.
Email resume to jobs.florida@westcare.Com orfax to 727-5760206. D/F/W/P EOE
THERAPIST—Full-time position, 40 hrs/wk. MA-level

Therapist licensed in the Healing Arts or CAP-certified to work
with persons with HIV and SA issues. Provide counseling
services to individuals and groups in Pinellas County and
Tampa area. Must pass background screening. Salary commen
surate with education and experience. Email resume to
jobs.florida@westcare.com orfax to 727-576-0206. D/F/W/P
EOE
THERAPIST—Full-time position, 40 hrs/wk. BA/MA-level

Therapist to work with individuals with SA issues or at risk for
contracting, or diagnosed with, HTV/AIDS. Must pass back
ground screening. Salary commensurate with education and
experience. Email resume to jobs.florida@westcare.com orfax
to 727-576-0206. D/F/W/P EOE

www.theweeklvchallenger.com

www.fordlaw.org

START YOUR OWN FAMILY

727-393-4617

YOU DON’T

Atty. Roderick O. Ford, Esq.

HOMEOWNERS
INSURANCE
WE CAN HELP!!!

body, increase volunteer and
mentoring programs, build
community
relationships
and educate our student
body on the history of Gibbs
High School. 1
Alumnus are invited to
spend 30-minutes or more in
a classroom speaking with
students. You can make a
difference! In order to par
ticipate, you must become a
registered
volunteer.
Registration deadline is
Friday,
Feb.
22.
For
volunteer registration forms
or additional information
please contact Ms. FrazierStephens at (727) 893-5452
ext.
2021
or frazierstephensl@pcsb.org.

HAVE TO

WELCH ACCOUNTING & TAX SERVICE

The following jobs are currently available:

and Playcamp, and Everyone’s
Youth United organization,” he
added.
“Today’s milestone to
break ground on this unique
facility is the result of the
community meeting process
that began in September 2006.
We are pleased to be a part of
this great collaborative effort
involving the YMCA, Rattlers,
Everyone’s Youth United,
neighborhood
associations,
city officials and recreation
staff over the last 16 months,”
said Mayor Rick Baker.
Childs Park is an area
defined from Second Ave. N.
to 3lst Ave. S. between 34th
and 49th streets.

Gibbs High School
Alumni Day
Scheduled For
February 26

CLASSIFIED
UNIVERSITY OF
SOUTH FLORIDA
ST. PETERSBURG

lection of popular magazines
and books. The building will
also offer office space for the
Childs Park Junior Rattlers
football league.
“In September 2006, when
the city began the strategic
process for the Childs Park
area, we found that the highest
percentage of young people in
Pinellas County is right here in
Childs Park,” said Deputy
Mayor Goliath J. Davis, III.
“We also found that a number
of
youth-related
service
providers are already operating
along 43rd Street — including
an athletic complex, the Childs
Park Junior Rattlers football
league, a city recreation center

CHILD CARE BUSINESS

Call: 727-547-5758.
Coordinated Child Care of Pinellas, Inc.

Classified Ads Work!!
NOW IS THE TIME TO ACT!
Place Your Ad Today!!

Call (727) 896-2922
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MAP I
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continuedfrom front page

materials, among others.
To give a brief monarchy in
Ghana, the Ghanaian people
consist of ethnic elements with
diverse cultural backgrounds.
There are about 25 major
languages
spoken
with
numerous dialects. About 45
percent of the Ghanaian popula
tion speak Akan, 16 percent
speak Ga, 14 percent speak Ewe,
10 percent speak Ga Adagme
and 12 percent speak Guan.
Akan forms the largest
ground which includes the
Asante, Bono, Denkyira, Tufu,
Assin,
Wassaw,
Sefwi,
Akwamu, Akuapem, Akyem and
Adansi. Twi and fanti are the
main langauages spoken among
the Akan group.
The
queen’s
village
Akwapim - Apirede is located in
the Eastern region of Ghana,
among the Akwapim traditional
people. The original inhabitants
of the Akwapim Hills were pre

dominantly Guans. The Guans
include the people of Larteh,
Anum,
Abiriw,
Adukrom,
Apirede, Awukugua and Dawu.
The queen mother is respon
sible for women affairs and the
welfare of the community. There
are four sub queens under Nana
Ama Odi II. The Subqueens are
selected from pre determined
clans. The ruling Sub queens are
Jaasehema (Secretary), Nana
Yaa Adidi, Nana Yaa Asantewaa
(Dompiahemaa) who is respon
sible for the development of the
community and she appeared
with the queen for the occasion.
The
other
subqueens
Akyempeahemaa
(public
relations) Nana Esi Mante and
the Mabahemaa (Youth) Nana
Akosua Ayebia.
The story continues in next
weeks edition of The Weekly
Challenger. Turn to page 15 to
see additional photographs.

Retired And Senior
Volunteer Program
Of St. Petersburg
Needs Volunteers
The Retired and Senior
Volunteer Program of St.
Petersburg connects people 55
years or older to the needs of
the community. Last year,
over 1,000 RSVP volunteers
provided 213,000 hours of
service to more than 150
public
and
non-profit
agencies.
Currently, RSVP needs
volunteers at the following
organizations:
Children’s
Home Society, Faith In Action

of Upper Pinellas, City of
Safety Harbor, City of St.
Petersburg (Mayor’s Mentor
& More Program), Pinellas
Preparatory Academy, and
Day Star. There are regular,
short-term and special event
opportunities. RSVP staff will
match your skills with a need
in the community.
For information, call the
the main office at (727) 3278690 ext. 22 or email
bhayward@poc-inc.org.

“Things do not change, we change.”
~ Henry David Thoreau

If you think you can can spot a
person with HIV, consider this:
Did you even spot the error in the
first six words of this headline?
ANYBODY CAN HAVE HIV. USE PROTECTION.

Right now, AIDS is the leading cause of death
among African-Americans aged 25 to 44.
If you’re, havi ng un protected sex, you’re at risk.
Be smart: Use protection, and get tested.

-

FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH
BUREAU OF HIV/AIDS

1.800.FLA.AIDS • WEMAKETHECHANGE.COM

United in song, and in
pursuit of new choir robes.

If you think there might be a
warrant for your arrest...
Please call
(727)322-0664
AVOID THE EMBARRASSMENT OF BEING

For every member of your group who opens a checking account with SunTrust, well donate
$100 to the qualified non-profit organization of your choice.
Simply open your SunTrust checking account, accept and make any purchase with your new
SunTrust Visa® Check Card, and submit a completed redemption form. SunTrust will then donate
$100 in your name to the cause of your choice, which means you and likeminded friends can
make something very special happen. If your cause is a little more personal, you can get a
$50 SunTrust Visa® Gift Card instead.
SunTrust also offers SunPoints for Charity,SM an ongoing rewards program that lets you keep
supporting your favorite cause by turning everyday banking into everyday giving.
Seize the opportunity to do something great. Visit your local SunTrust branch,
call 800.485.8982, or visit suntrust.com/mycause for complete details.

Webb’s
Bail
Bond

Easy Payment
Plans

Collateral
not always needed

826 49th St. S.
St. Pete Fl. 33707

SunTrust
Seeing beyond money
Open a new SunTrust personal or business checking account from January 22 through March 29, 2008, accept and make a purchase with your SunTrust Visa
Check Card by May 15, 2008 and submit a redemption form by May 15, 2008, to be eligible to either donate $100 to the charity of your choice or receive a $50
Visa Gift Card. Charity must be an IRS recognized 501(c)(3). Charity listing provided at suntrust.com/mycause. Account must be in good standing at the time
incentive is paid. All incentives will be mailed by June 30, 2008. Offer subject to withdrawal at any time.
The Visa Gift Card is accepted everywhere in the United States the Visa Debit Card is accepted.
SunTrust Bank. Member FDIC. ©2008, SunTrust Banks, Inc. SunTrust and Seeing beyond money are federally registered service marks of SunTrust Banks, Inc.
SunPoints for Charity is a service mark of SunTrust Banks, Inc.
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CHALLENGER SPORTS
Manning, Burress And Giants Ruin Patriots'
Perfection, Pull Super Bowl Upset 17-14

Plaxico Burress

By BEN WALKER
GLENDALE, Ariz. (AP) One perfect spiral and it was
over for the New England
Patriots. Forever, fans would
remember who lost this Super
Bowl, as much as who won.
Eli Manning looked every
bit like his older brother,
throwing that beautiful fade
route. Plaxico Burress backed up
his brazen prediction, catching
the 13-yard touchdown pass with
35 seconds left.
And with that thunderbolt,
the New York Giants became
NFL champions Sunday night.
With the crowd standing and
roaring for the entire fourth
quarter, they startled the heavily
favored Patriots — and them
selves, a bit — with a 17-14
victory.
"Even when my parents
were telling me, 'You're going to
win,' I don't know if I believed
them," said defensive end
Michael Strahan, who postponed
retirement in late August to try
for this trophy.
The previously unbeaten
Pats? They finally felt the
pressure. Not from their gaudy
record, but from the kind applied
by the Giants' relentless pass

rush.
"Tonight doesn't take away
from anything we have done
over the course of the season,"
New England quarterback Tom
Brady said. "We had a great
year. It's just unfortunate that
tonight turned out the way it
did."
The 1972 Miami Dolphins
didn't seem to mind too much.
They're protective of their 17-0
mark that season and don't want
anyone to match their unblem
ished record.

"I don't know that there's
"The Patriots had a great
season, but it shows just how ever been a bigger play in the
difficult it is to go undefeated," Super Bowl than that play,"
said then-coach Don Shula, who praised Giants coach Tom
was in attendance. "Our players Coughlin.
Early in the fourth quarter,
and our fans feel that much more
Tyree caught a 5-yard strike
proud of our accomplishment."
Gone was the Patriots' from Manning for his first TD of
chance to be the first team to the season and a 10-7 lead.
"I am a man that really has
finish 19-0. Also lost was their
chance to win their fourth title in to capitalize on his few opportu
seven seasons. Instead, they nities," Tyree said.'' Some things
found another way to be marked. just don't make sense and I guess
While many Super Bowl you can just put that catch there
losers simply are forgotten, a few with them."
Amazing, for more than one
are destined to be a part of NFL
lore. Almost 40 years ago, the reason.
"Unbelievable,"
Giants
mighty Baltimore Colts fell
victim to that other New York receiver Amani Toomer said.
team and its poolside prognosti "In Friday's practice, he was
dropping everything."
cator, the Jets and Joe Namath.
When this game
"We had an opportu
ended, the Giants
nity to be special, and we
had
their
llth
let it slip away," Patriots
straight road win and
defensive
lineman
Manning was the
Richard Seymour. "We
MVP, the same
came so close to being
award
brother
special. Now, we're
Peyton earned last
second class."
year by leading
Burress saw the
Indianapolis
over
Giants' third Super Bowl
Chicago.
title coming.
"That's
a
Last
week,
he
position you want to
predicted New York
be in," Eli said.
would win 23-17. That
"You want to have
guess
drew Brady's
the ball in your
attention.
"We're only going to score hands ... down, where you've got
17 points?" he said then. "OK. Is to score a touchdown."
Maybe easier to do than
Plax playing defense? I wish he
had said 45-42 and gave us a watch.
Peyton was in a private box
little credit for scoring more
and punctuated each key play by
points."
Manning and the wild-Card his kid brother with a clap, shout
Giants (14-6) knocked off the or a wave ofhis arms.
Brady bunch, pulling off a
' 'You are pulling so hard for
frenzied, l2-play drive that Eli," he said. "I guarantee you I
covered 83 yards in the last 21/2 am more involved in the game he
minutes. Included was Brandon is playing than any other NFL
Jacobs' plunge on fourth-and-1, game. I was pumped, and I got a
plus a circus catch by David lot of messages telling me to
Tyree.
calm down because I was
Tyree, who began the game excited."
with more special teams tackles
Brady, Patriots coach Bill
than catches this season, Belichick and several others on
outjumped Rodney Harrison for the New England side were gone
a 32-yard grab on third-and-5 to by the very end. Brady's last pass
the Patriots' 24 with 59 seconds fell incomplete with 1 second
left. Harrison tried to pull the ball left, and Belichick ran across the
free and one point had it pinned field to congratulate Coughlin.
to Tyree's helmet.
The officials determined

there was one more play left.
With many Patriots off to the
locker room, Manning took a
final kneeldown in New England
territory.
As for how difficult the loss
was, Belichick said: "I don't
rank them. It's disappointing."
Fined for spying on the Jets'
coaches in the season opener,
Belichick and the Patriots had
every right to believe they would
win this time. Even though the
Giants played them tough in a
38-35 loss at the Meadowlands
in their last game of the regular
season, New England was a twotouchdown favorite.
But Brady, a two-time Super
Bowl MVP, never quite got into
a rhythm. With girlfriend Gisele
Bundchen tucked away in a
suite, Brady went 29-for-48 and
266 yards. He was under
pressure all game, as Strahan,
Osi Umenyiora and Justin Tuck
kept pounding him.
"There is a way to get to
anybody," Strahan said. "And
for us today, the way to win this
game was to get to Tom Brady.
Stop the run and get to Brady.
"As Mike Tyson would say,
'Everybody has a plan until they
get punched in the face,' And
today, we wanted to punch them
in the face."
Brady was sacked five times
and the highest-scoring team in
league history was held to its
lowest point total of the season.
He did not show any ill effects
from a sprained ankle that
recently put him in a protective
boot.
Manning's 5-yard pass to
Tyree — it was his first TD catch
of the season — put the Giants
ahead 10-7 earlier in the fourth
quarter. Brady later hit Randy
Moss for a 6-yard touchdown
with 2:42 to go that gave the Pats
a 14-10 edge.
Four plays after Tyree's acro
batics, Manning found Burress
alone in the left side of the end
zone.
"It's the greatest feeling in
professional sports," Burress said
before bursting into tears.

Hansbrough Keys North Carolina's
84-73 OT Win Over Florida State

Tyler Hansbrough

BY BRENT KALLESTAD
TALLAHASSEE (AP) Getting past slumping Florida
State without point guard Ty
Lawson was one thing, but doing
it again Wednesday against
archrival Duke is another.
The star North Carolina
guard left the game four minutes
into Sunday's 84-73 overtime
road win when he suffered a
sprained left ankle after he
collided under his team's basket
with the Seminoles' 6-8, 240pound Ryan Reid.
In addition, North Carolina's
top
two
scorers,
Tyler
Hansbrough
and
Wayne
Ellington, made only 8 of 23
shots while Lawson could only
watch.
And then sprinkle in a bit of

indifference and the recipe for an
upset loss on the road Sunday
was almost complete.
Some
North
Carolina
players conceded they might
have been looking ahead to their
renewal of the most celebrated of
the Tobacco Road rivalries.
"It’s just natural," said
Hansbrough, who almost singlehandedly took care of Florida
State in Sunday's overtime. "It's
such a big rivalry, but we tried
not to overlook Florida State."
The fourth-ranked Tar Heels
(21-1, 6-1 Atlantic Coast
Conference)
escaped
the
unlikely 3-pointer by Reid with
8.1 seconds left that sent the
game into overtime.
Reid's 3-pointer — which'
came on his first ever collegiate
attempt from back of the circle
—was, admittedly, a desperation
shot.
"I really couldn't pass the
ball to anyone so I shot the 3,"
said Reid.
"We expected a fight, but
we didn't expect it to be that
close," said North Carolina's
Danny Green, whose three-point
play with 2:53 left in the

overtime ignited the 10-2 run
that doomed the Seminoles (1310,2-6).
Held to just three free, throws
in the first half and no field goals
for more than 30 minutes,
Hansbrough had eight points and
five rebounds in the overtime.
"He's such a relentless
player that he finds a way,"
Florida State coach Leonard
Hamilton said.
Hansbrough finished with 22
points and a career-high 21
rebounds. He was just 5-of-14
from the field, but was 12-of-14
at the free throw line where the
Tar Heels made 27 of 33 tries.
Hansbrough's fourth free
throw Sunday gave him North
Carolina's career record, surpass
ing
Lennie
Rosenbluth.
Hansbrough has now made 613
free throws with at least 10
games remaining this year and
another year of eligibility.
The ACC's leading scorer
and rebounder, Hansbrough was
held without a field goal until
9:43 remained in the game.
And by then, Florida State's
big men were all in foul trouble
from trying to contain the 6-9

Hansbrough inside.
"In the second half he just
kept fighting his way through,"
Florida State's Uche Echefti said.
"He just keeps going, no matter
what."
Echefu, Reid and freshman
Julian Vaughn — who took turns
guarding Hansbrough — all
fouled out in the overtime.
North Carolina coach Roy
Williams said the Tar Heels
won't know until at least Tuesday
if Lawson can go against Duke
when the two nationally ranked
neighbors duel for the first time
of the season with first place at
stake in the Atlantic Coast
Conference.
But Williams praised his
team for overcoming a mediocre
shooting performance, Lawson's
injury, 21 turnovers and Reid's
rather miraculous shot.
"When things aren't pretty
you can still find a way to win,"
Williams said.
Green scored 19 points and
Deon Thompson had 11 for
North Carolina while Jason Rich
led the Florida State with 22
points.

Tiger Woods Birdies
Last 2 Holes, Rallies
From 4-Shot Deficit
And Wins Dubai
Desert Classic

Tiger Woods

BY ANNA JOHNSON
DUBAI,
United
Arab
Emirates (AP) - Tiger Woods
birdied his last two holes Sunday
to rally from a four-shot deficit
and win the Dubai Desert Classic,
starting his season with two
victories that looked nothing
alike.
One week after winning the
Buick Invitational by eight shots,
Woods had to birdie five of his
last seven holes for a 7-under 65,
then wait to see if Ernie Els could
catch him.
Needing a birdie on the par-5
18th to force a playoff, Els hit his
second shot into the water and
made bogey.
"To go 2-for-2, it's a pretty
good start, isn't it?" Woods said.
This is the third time he has
started a season with two straight
victories, and it was another sign
that the world's No. 1 player
could be headed for a big year.
Woods now has won his last four
official tournaments, and six of
his last seven dating to the
Bridgestone Invitational in early

August.
He also won his unofficial
Target World Challenge by seven
shots in December.
Woods holed a 25-foot birdie
on the last hole for a l4-under
274 and a one-shot victory over
Martin Kaymer of Germany.
Woods had already finished when
Kaymer, who won the Abu Dhabi
Golf Championship two weeks
ago, closed with a birdie-birdieeagle for a 66.
It was a devastating blow to
Els.
The
38-year-old
South
African, who has finished runnerup to Woods more times (seven)
than any other player, is in the
middle of his three-year plan to
become No. 1 in the world. He
said recently he needed to start
winning, and this was the perfect
occasion.
Instead, the Big Easy closed
with a 71 and tied for third at 276
with fellow South African Louis
Oosthuizen. It was the second
time in three years that Els hit into
the water on the 18th at Dubai
and lost to Woods. In 2006, it
happened during a sudden-death
playoff.
Woods lost momentum with
bogeys on the sixth and ninth
holes, but he poured it on along
the back nine with seven birdies
to capture the Dubai Desert
Classic for the second time.
It was his 72nd career victory,
62 of those on the PGA Tour.

Dolphins Hire
Offensive Coordinator
MIAMI
(AP)
The
Dolphins on Monday named
Dan Henning, a former NFL
head coach who also previously
served as Miami's quarterbacks
and receivers coach, as their
new offensive coordinator.
Henning was an assistant
with the Dolphins under Don
Shula from 1979-80. He joins
the staff of new Dolphins head
coach Tony Sparano, who was

hired in January to replace Cam
Cameron. Team executive vice
president Bill Parcells fired
Cameron after Miami went 1-15
in 2007.
Henning has spent 28
seasons as a coach in the league,
most recently as offensive coor
dinator with the Carolina
Panthers. He was head coach in
Atlanta from 1983-86 and in
San Diego from 1989-91.

AP TOP 25 BASKETBALL
1. Memphis (72) 21-0
2. Duke 19-1
3. North Carolina 21-1
4. Kansas 21-1
5. UCLA 20-2
6. Georgetown 18-2
7. Tennessee 19-2
8. Wisconsin 18-3
9. Stanford 18-3
10. Butler 19-2
11. Michigan State 19-3
12. Texas 17-4
13. Xavier 18-4
14. Indiana 18-3
15. Drake 20-1
16. Marquette 16-4

17. Washington State 17-4
18. Texas A&M 18-4
19. Connecticut 16-5
20. Kansas State 15-5
21. Pittsburgh 17-5
22. Notre Dame 16-4
23. Vanderbilt 18-4
24. Purdue 17-5
25. Saint Mary's 18-3
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NFL TRIVIA OF
THE WEEK
Who holds the NFL record for most
rushing touchdowns scored in one game?

Hint: Elected to the Pro Football
Hall Of Fame in 1963 .
Last Week’s Answer:
Emmit Smith

See Sports Page Next Week For The Answer!!
J
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ENTERTAINMENT
JAMM
Knowing The Signs And Other Good Stuff
In the past three or four
weeks, we’ve covered quite a
bit about “jam sessions” and
“sitting in”, and if you’ve kept
up-to-date, you now know the
difference between the two.
You’ve learned that the best
thing for neophyte jazz
musicians like me is found in
the oldest joke in the world. It
goes like this: “A young man
was walking down Broadway
in New York City, and he
stopped and asked a passerby,
‘How do you get to Carnegie
Hall?’ The passerby, a jazz
musician himself, responded
‘Practice, practice, practice.’”
So, you’ve • learned that
“practice” is key to “prepara
tion” for a jam session. Along
with this new knowledge, we
also have learned that one must
be “patient,” “gracious,” and at
all times “professional.”
Years ago when I gathered
enough courage to finally par
ticipate in a jam session, I
learned another vital lesson
dealing with “communica
tion.” During the playing of a
tune, it’s often necessary that
the leader communicate with
the other musicians.
For

example, the leader may look
at you and point to his head.
This signal would mean to play
the tune from the top. Pointing
to the bridge of one’s nose
might mean to take the tune to
the bridge of the tune. If the
leader holds his fist in the air, it
may mean it’s the last time
we’re playing the tune through
or be prepared for a break in
the tune or ending. After solos
have been taken, I like to see
the leader hold up four or eight
fingers. This more than likely
will mean to trade fours or
eights with the drummer. If the
leader makes a chopping
motion on his arm, it may mean
taking a solo chorus with the
rhythm section performing
breaks. Of course, we all are
familiar with a finger or open
hand going across his neck.
So, let’s say you’ve just
finished playing a tune. What
do you do now? Get off the
stage, that’s what! Of course it
depends
on
how
many
musicians want to play. After
you have played one tune,
assume that you’re finished,
unless you’re asked to stay by
the leader. Also, when you’re

instance, but it did happen; he
was annoyed that the flautist
was taking a lengthy solo.
Keep in mind, you cannot treat
the rhythm section as if they
were “play-along” records.
Use your good judgment. As I
read in an issue of Jazz
Education Guide, “Do unto
others as you would haVe
others do unto you. Always
focus on the music and not
your ego.”
In Part five of Jam
Sessions, I’ll include some of
the most common tunes played
at a typical jam session. I
believe it will offer you a foun
dation for learning the popular
tunes that are played.
Remember to “Keep Jazz
Alive” by “Supporting Live
Jazz!”
Jazz fans - do you have
any feedback? I would like to
hear from YOU! You may visit
my Web site at: rickgeesjazzjamm.com or email me at
JazzJamm@aolcom. You may
also mail your letters to Rick
Gee’s Jazz Jamm, c/o The
Weekly Challenger, 2500 ML
King St., S., St. Petersburg, FL
33705.

finished and have left the stage,
don’t be like me, and leave the
club. I learned the hard way
that it’s not kosher to leave the
club immediately or shortly
after you have played. Leaving
the club like that is considered
to be in poor taste. It’ll benefit
you more, if you thank the
leader, and hang around if
possible for a drink or two. If
you find it necessary to leave,
remember not to leave while
the band is playing.
A few more things to
remember when sitting in on a
jam session is that even though
you may only get a chance to
play a couple of tunes, don’t
forget that the rhythm section
has been playing the entire
time. I’ve had drummers say to
me after a set that included
someone taking a long solo,
“Man, I thought that cat would
never end his solo. I’m dead
tired. You’d think he would
give us a break.” I remember a
jam session in the basement of
my home in New Jersey, when
the organist leader shouted out
to a flute player while he was
still playing “Cut it man! Cut
it!”
This is an unusual

Clarence Otis Jr. Heads Darden
Restaurants Inc., The Largest Casual
Dining Operator In The Nation
Each
week
tens
of
thousands of diners eat at an
Olive Garden or Red Lobster
restaurant. Few of these diners
know that the CEO heading
these large restaurant chains is
a black man.
Clarence Otis Jr. is the
CEO of Darden Restaurants
Inc., the largest casual dining
operator in the nation. The
firm operates nearly 1,400

company-owned restaurants
coast to coast serving 300
million
meals
annually.
Darden
employs
150,000
workers and has annual
revenues of $6 billion.
Bom in Vicksburg,- Miss.,
Otis moved to Los Angeles
when he was six years old. His
father was a high school
dropout who worked as a
janitor.

The family lived in Watts
at the time of the 1965 riots. In
the post-Watts period, Otis
recalls being stopped and
questioned by police several
times a year because of the
color ofhis skin.
A high school guidance
counselor recommended him
for a scholarship at Williams
College, the highly selective
liberal arts institution in

Clarence
Otis Jr.

From Victim To
Virtuous — A
Powerful Memoir
Of Brokenness To
Restoration

BIRMINGHAM,
AL
(BlackNews.com) - Thousands
of women walk through life
leading double-lives. To the
world, they wear the “I’m every
woman” mask, but internally
they are in turmoil, living each
day
mentally,
emotionally,
socially and spiritually broken.
“From Victim to Virtuous,” an
inspirational self-help book,
takes its reader through fivesteps to identify if they
are victims of. brokenness:
discovery, recovery, healing,
deliverance and freedom. Each
chapter includes prayer and affir
mation designed for the reader to
speak into their situation.
Set to release Feb. 2008,
“From Victim to Virtuous,”
written by first-time author,
Yolanda Marshall helps women
navigate their way through bro
kenness so they can become
effective, whole individuals.
Yolanda Marshall, 34, with a
Masters Degree in Public
Management
from
Troy
University lives an effective,

victim of both sexual and verbal
abuse throughout her childhood.
As a result, she sought the love
and affection of men which
resulted in the birth of her first
child at the age of 17.
After years of repeating
negative life cycles, it was not
until her second child that
Marshall stopped to reflect on
her life. She realized that
“something” was wrong - she
felt like a shattered glass. “When
I think of a shattered and broken
person, I tend to think of a
shattered glass. The purpose of a
glass is to drink liquid from;
however, if that glass is
shattered, then it is non-effective.
And we’re the same way — if
shattered, we cannot be effective,”
says Yolanda Marshall.
Marshall understands first
hand that unless whole, you
cannot lead productive, effective
lives. “It is my belief that God
has used me to write this book as
a tool to put women back
together, offering wholeness, so
that we can become effective,
healthy-minded,
virtuous
women.”
Everyone at some point in
life face obstacles, setbacks, and
hurt, however, this book inspires
its reader to persevere through it

virtuous life — now. However,
getting to this state of freedom

all and hold fast to their faith and
visualize a brighter day.

was not an easy journey, but one
of turmoil and confusion. In
addition to watching her mother
endure physical and verbal abuse
from her father, Marshall was a

To find out where this books
can be purchased or additional
information on author Yolanda
Marshall, visit www.victimtovirtuous.com

Massachusetts. Otis graduated
Phi Beta Kappa from Williams
and went on to earn a law
degree at Stanford.
Otis landed on Wall Street
as a merger and acquisitions
attorney for J.P. Morgan
Securities. He joined Darden
Restaurants
in
1995
as
corporate
treasurer,
and
became CEO in 2004.
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BLACK HISTORY
^Celebrating Our History Is An Everyday Thing”
Ira Frederick Aldridge

Ida B. Wells

Ida B. Wells
Ida B. Wells, also known as Ida
B. Wells-Barnett was an African
American civil rights advocate and
an early women’s rights advocate
active in the Woman Suffrage
Movement. Fearless in her opposi
tion to lynchings, Wells document
ed hundreds of these atrocities.
Wells was
bom in Holly
Springs, MiSs. to a carpenter, James
Wells, and Elizabeth “Lizzie Bell”
Warrenton Wells, both of whom
were slaves until freed at the end of
the Civil War. When she was
fourteen, her parents and her
youngest sibling, a brother only
nine months old, died of yellow
fever during an epidemic that
swept through the South. At a
meeting following the funeral,
friends and relatives decided that
the six remaining Wells children
should be farmed out to various
aunts and uncles. Wells was devas
tated by the idea, and to keep the
family together, dropped out of
high school and found employment
as a teacher in a black school.
Despite difficulties, Wells was able
to continue her education by
working her way through Rust
College in Holly Springs.
In 1880, Wells moved to
Memphis With all of her siblings
except for her 15-year-old brother,
January. There she got a summer
job. When possible, she attended
summer sessions at Fisk University
in Nashville. Wells held strong
political opiiiions and she Upset
many people with her views on
women’s rights. When she was 24,
she wrote, “I will not begin at this
late day by doing what my soul

abhors; sugaring men, weak
deceitful creatures, with flattery to
retain them as escorts or to gratify a
revenge.”
Wells became a public figure
in Memphis when, in 1884, she led
a campaign against segregation on
the local railway. A conductor of
the Chesapeake, Ohio & South
Western Railroad Company told
her to give up her seat on the train
to a white man and ordered her into
the smoking or “Jim Crow” car,
which was already crowded with
other passengers. The federal Civil
Rights Act of 1875—-which banned
discrimination on the basis of race,
creed, or color in theaters, hotels,
transport, and other public accom
modations—had just been declared
unconstitutional in the Civil Rights
Cases (1883), and several railroad
companies were able to continue
racial segregation of their passen
gers. Wells refused to give up her
seat, 71 years before Rosa Parks,
and the conductor, who had to get
assistance from two other men,
dragged her out of the car. When
she returned to Memphis, she
immediately hired an attorney to
sue the railroad. She won her case
in the local circuit court, but the
railroad company appealed to
the Supreme Court of Tennessee,
which reversed the lower court’s
ruling in 1887.
During her participation in
women’s suffrage parades, her
refusal to stand in the back because
she was black resulted in the
beginning of her media publicity.
In 1889, she became co-owner and
editor of Free Speech, an anti-segregationist newspaper based in
Memphis on Beale Street. In 1892,
however, she was forced to leave
the city because her editorials in the
paper were seen as too agitating. In
one of her articles, written after
three of her friends who owned a
grocery store were attacked and
then lynched because they were
taking business away from white
competitors, she encouraged blacks
to leave Memphis, saying, “there is
.... only one thing left to do; save
our money and leave a town which

w i 1 1
neither
protect
our lives
and
property,
nor give
us a fair
trial in
Wells, in her midthe courts,
thirties, C. 1897
but takes us out and murders us in
cold blood when accused by white
persons.” Many African Americans
did leave, and others organized
boycotts of white-owned business
es. As a result of this and other
investigative reporting, Wells’s
newspaper office was ransacked,
and Wells herself had to leave for
Chicago.
In' 1893, she and other black
leaders, among them Frederick
Douglass, organized a boycott of
the 1893 World’s Columbian
Exposition in Chicago. At the sug
gestion of white abolitionist and
anti-lynching
crusader Albion
Tourgee, Wells and her coalition
produced a pamphlet to be distrib
uted during the exposition. Called
“Why the Colored American Is
Not in the World’s Columbian
Exposition,” it detailed in English
and a few other languages the
workings of Southern lynchings
and a handful of other issues
impinging on black Americans.
She later reported to Tourgee that
2,000 copies had been distributed
at the fair.
Also in 1893, Wells found
herself thinking of filing a libel suit
against two black Memphis
attorneys. She again turned to
Tourgee, who had trained and
practiced as a lawyer and judge, for
possible free legal help. Deeply in
debt, Tourgee could not afford to do
the work, but he asked his friend
Ferdinand L. Barnett if he could.
Barnett accepted the pro bono job.
Two years later, he and Wells were
married, and she set an early
precedent as being one of the first
married American women to keep
her own last name with her
husband’s. This was very unusual
for that time.

Ira Aldridge, African
American actor, in the role of
Mungo from The Padlock,
1820s or 1830s.
Ira Frederick Aldridge was an
American stage actor who made his
career largely on the London stage.
He is the only actor of African
American descent among the 33
actors of the English stage with
bronze plaques at the Shakespeare
Memorial Theatre at Stratfordupon-Avon.
Bom in New York City to the
Reverend Daniel and Luranah
Aldridge July 24, 1807, Aldridge
went to the African Free School in
New York City. His early
“education” in theater included
viewing plays from the high
balcony of the Park Theatre, New
York’s leading theater of the time.
Aldridge’s first professional
acting experience was in the early
1820s with the company associated
with the African Grove, where he
debuted as Rolla in Pizzaro; he
went on to play Shakespeare’s
Romeo and later became a rather
famous Hamlet.
Charles Mathews famously
imitated , and parodied the African
Grove’s star James Hewlett per
forming Hamlet in a performance
Mathews called “The African
Tragedian” (part of a larger worked
titled “A Trip To America”).
Aldridge would later gain fame by
claiming to be “The African
Tragedian” on whom the perform
ance was based. According to
Bemth Lindfors, professor of
English and African literatures at
the University of Texas, Mathews
went to the African Theater and
invited Hewlett do a private per
formance for him, and then
invented a story about a black actor

butchering Shakespeare.
In
Mathews’
parody,
Hewlett spoke the line
“...and by opposing end
them...” as “...and by
opposum end them...”,
leading to a rendition of
“Opossum up a Gum
Tree”, the de facto anthem
of African Americans at
the time. Aldridge denied
that this had actually
occurred during his per
formances at the African
Grove; according to Eric
Lott, he actually borrowed
the joke back from
Mathews at a later date
and made exactly that
transition from Hamlet to
the popular song.
Confronted with the
persistent disparagement
and harassment that black
actors had to endure in the United
States, Aldridge emigrated to
England, where he became a
dresser to the British actor Henry
Wallack. According to Shane
White, author of the book “Stories
of Freedom in Black New York,”

“Ira Frederick Aldridge as
Othello,” painting by Henry
Rerronet Briggs, c. 1830; in
the National Portrait Gallery,
Washington, D.C.
the only American stage anyone in
England had ever heard of at this
time was the stage that Mathews
had performed, and Aldridge asso
ciated himself with that. Bemth
Lindfors says “when Aldridge
starts appearing on the stage at the
Royalty Theatre, he’s just called a
gentleman of color. But when he
moves over to the Royal Coburg,

he’s advertised in the first playbill
as the American Tragedian from
the African Theater New York City.
The second playbill refers to him as
‘The African Tragedian.’ So
everybody goes to the theater
expecting to laugh because this is
the man they think Mathews saw in
New York City.” Instead Aldridge
performed scenes from “Othello”
that stunned reviewers. According
to a monograph written by Herbert
Marshall at Southern Illinois
University, one critic wrote “In
Othello (Aldridge) delivers the
most difficult passages with a
degree of correctness that surprises
the beholder.” He gradually pro
gressed to larger roles; by 1825, he
had top billing at London’s Coburg
Theatre as Oronoko in “A Slave’s
Revenge,” soon to be followed by
the role of Gambia in “The Slave”
and the title role of Shakespeare’s
“Othello.” He also played major
roles in plays such as “The Castle
Spectre” and “The Padlock” and
played several roles of specifically
white characters, including Captain
Dirk Hatteraick and Bertram in
Rev. R. C. Maturin’s “Bertram,”
the title role in Shakespeare’s
“Richard III,” and Shylock in “The
Merchant of Venice.”

Mary Burnett Talbert William Christopher Handy

Painting depicting Mary
Burnett Talbert
Mary Burnett was an American
orator, activist, suffragist and
reformer. Called “The best known
Colored Woman in the United
States,” Talbert was among the
most prominent African Americans
of her time. Talbert was bom and
raised in Oberlin, Ohio in 1866. As
the only African American woman
in her graduating class from
Oberlin College in 1886, she
received a Bachelor of Arts degree,
then called an S.P. degree. She
entered the field of education,
becoming assistant principal
of the Union High School in
Little Rock, Ark. in 1887,
the highest position held by
an African American woman
in the state. In 1891 she
married William H. Talbert,
moved to Buffalo, NY, and
joined Buffalo’s historic Michigan
Avenue Baptist Church.
Talbert earned a higher
education at a time when a college
education was controversial for
European American women and
extremely
rare
for
African
American women. When women s
organizations were segregated by
race, Talbert was an early advocate
of women of all colors working
together to advance their cause, and
reminded white feminists of thenobligations towards their less privi
leged sisters of color.
<
Described by her peers as “the
best-known colored woman in the

United States,” Talbert used her
education and prodigious energies
to improve the status of Black
people at home and abroad. In
addition to her anti-lynching
and anti-racism work, Talbert
supported women’s suffrage. In
1915 she spoke at the “Votes for
Women: A Symposium by Leading
Thinkers of Colored Women” in
Washington, D.C.
During her national and inter
national lecture tours, Talbert
educated audiences about oppres
sive
conditions
in
African
American communities and the
need for legislation to address these
conditions. She was instrumental
in gaining a voice for African
American women in international
women’s organizations of her time.
As a founder of the Niagara
Movement, Talbert helped,
to launch organized civil
rights activism in
America. The Niagara
Movement was radical
enough in its brief life
to both spawn and
absorb
controversy
within
the
black
community, preparing the
way for its successor, the
National
Association
for
Advancement of Colored People
(NAACP). Central to the efforts of
both organizations, Mary Talbert
helped set the stage for the civil
rights gains of the 1950s and ‘60s.
Talbert’s long involvement in
women’s clubs helped to develop
black female leadership in commu
nities around New York and the
United States. Women’s clubs
provided a forum for African
American women’s voices at a time
when they had restricted opportuni
ties in public and civic life. In both
black and white communities,

women’s clubs fostered female
leadership in times when overt
feminism was not acceptable.
As a historic preservation
pioneer, Talbert saved the
Frederick Douglass home in
Anacostia, D.C. after other efforts
had failed.

William Christopher Handy

Mary Burnett Talbert
Buffalo’s 150-year-old Michigan
Avenue Baptist Church, to which
the Talbert family belonged, has
been named to the United States
National Register of Historic
Places. Many prominent African
Americans worshipped or spoke
there. The church also had a
landmark role in abolitionist activi
ties. In 1998, a marker honoring
Talbert, who served as the church’s
treasurer, was installed in front of
the Church by the New York State
Governor’s Commission Honoring
the Achievements of Women.
In October 2005, Talbert was
inducted
into
the
National
Women’s Hall of Fame in Seneca
Falls, NY. She is also remembered
around the United States. Talbert
died on October 15, 1923 and is
buried in Forest Lawn Cemetery
(Buffalo).

William Christopher Handy was
a blues composer and musician,
often known as the “Father of the
Blues.”
Handy remains among the most
influential of American songwriters.
Though he was one of many
musicians who played the style of
music that is distinctively American,
he is credited with giving it its con
temporary form not only because he
was able to notate his music for pub
lication and hence, posterity, but
because of syncopated rhythms, a
style unique to his music.
While Handy was not the first to
publish music in the blues form, he
took the blues from a not very wellknown regional music style from the
Delta to one of the dominant forces in
American music.
Handy was
an educated
musician who used folk material in
his compositions. He was scrupulous
in documenting the sources of his
works, which frequently combined
stylistic influences from several per
formers. He loved this folk musical
form and brought his own transform
ing touch to it.

Handy was bom in Florence,
Ala. to Charles Bernard Handy and
Elizabeth Brewer. His father was the
pastor of a small church in
Guntersville, another small town in
northeast central Alabama. Handy
wrote in his 1941 autobiography
“Father of the Blues,” that he was
bom in the log cabin built by his
grandfather William Wise Handy,
who became an African Methodist
Episcopal minister after emancipa
tion. The log cabin of Handy’s birth
has been saved and preserved in
downtown Florence.
Handy was a deeply religious
man, whose influences in his musical
style were found in the church music
he sang and played as a youth, and in
the sounds of nature in Florence.
He cited the sounds of nature,
such as “whippoorwills, bats and
hoot owls and their outlandish
noises,” the sounds of Cypress Creek
washing on the fringes of the
woodland, and “the music of every
songbird and all the symphonies of
their unpremeditated art” as inspira
tion.
Growing up he apprenticed in
carpentry, shoemaking and plaster
ing, and bought his first guitar that he
had seen in a local shop window and
had secretly saved for by picking
berries, nuts and making lye soap,
without his parents’ permission. His
father, dismayed at his actions, asked
him, “What possessed you to bring a
sinful thing like that into our
Christian home?” He then ordered
him to “Take it back where it came
from,” and enrolled him in organ
lessons. His days as an organ student
were short lived, and he moved on to
leam the comet.
Handy joined a local blues band
as a teenager, but he kept this fact a
secret from his parents. He purchased
a comet from a fellow bandmember
and spent every free minute practic-

ing it. An excep
tional student in
school, he placed
near the top of his
class.
In
Handy at
September
of
age 19
1892,
Handy
traveled to Birmingham, Ala. to take
a teaching exam, which he passed
easily. He obtained a teaching job in
Birmingham but soon learned that
the teaching profession paid poorly.
He quit the position and found work
at a pipe works plant in nearby
Bessemer.
During
his
off-time,
he
organized a small string orchestra
and taught musicians how to read
notes. He formed a quartet called the
“Lauzetta Quartet.” When the group
read about the upcoming World’s
Fair in Chicago, they decided to
attend. The trip to Chicago was long
and arduous. To pay their way, group
members performed at odd jobs
along the way. They finally arrived in
Chicago only to leam that the
World’s Fair had been postponed for
a year. The group then headed to St.
Louis but working conditions there
proved to be very bad. The Lauzetta
Quartet disbanded and Handy subse
quently left St. Louis for Evansville,
Ind.
In Evansville, Handy’s luck
changed dramatically. He joined a
successful band which performed
throughout the neighboring cities and
states. While performing at a
barbecue in Henderson, Ky., he met
Elizabeth Price, and they married
shortly afterwards (on July 19,1896).
His musical endeavors were
varied, and he sang first tenor in a
minstrel show, moved from Alabama
and worked as a band director, choral
director, cometist and trumpeter. At
age 23, he was band master of
Mahara’s Colored Minstrels.
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STATE NEWS
Bishop Eddie Long And Attorney
Willie Gary Speakers For FAMU’s
Spring Commencement

Bishop Eddie Long

Attorney Willie Gary

TALLAHASSEE - Florida Communication (SJGC) and
A&M University (FAMU) has Environmental Sciences
scheduled the 2008 Spring Institute.
The line of march will
Commencement for April 27.
commence at 8:40 a.m. and
The Schools and Colleges
graduating at 9 a.m., where \ doors will open for the public at
8 a.m.
Bishop Eddie Long will be the
The Schools and Colleges
keynote speaker, are College of
graduating at 2 p.m., where
Arts & Sciences, College
of Education, School of Attorney Willie Gary will be the
Architecture, School of speaker include College of
Pharmacy and Pharmaceutical
Journalism and Graphic

Sciences (COPPS), FAMU/FSU
College of Engineering, College
of Law, College of Engineering
Sciences,
Technology
and
Agriculture (CESTA), School of
Business & Industry (SBI),
School of Allied Health
Sciences and School ofNursing.
The line of march will
commence at 1:40 p.m. and
doors will open for the public at
1 p.m.

CFO Sink Encourages
Floridians To Be More
Engaged In Local Decisions
About Their Tax Dollars
TALLAHASSEE - In an
effort to educate Floridians
about their own local govern
ment income and spending,
Chief
Financial
Officer
Alex Sink announced the
launch of “Your Local
Government Dollars and
Cents,” which can be found
on
her
Web
site,
www.MyFloridaCFO.com.
“Your Local Government
Dollars and Cents” is a new
tool that provides Floridians
easy access to their local gov
ernment’s revenues and expen
ditures.
With greater information
about the finances of Florida’s
local governments and
Tuesday’s passage of the
property tax amendment, CFO
Sink is encouraging Floridians
to work with their local gov
ernments in determining local
priorities and ways to stream
line services.
“I’m launching
‘Your
Local Government Dollars and
Cents’ to help Floridians get

educated and more engaged in
local government spending,”
said CFO Sink, who oversees
the- Department of Financial
Services (DFS). “I encourage
every Floridian to use this tool
and get more involved in how
their local tax dollars are spent.
With governments actively
cutting their budgets, it is
essential that Floridians make
it clear what their priorities are
for their communities.”
At
“Your
Local
Government
Dollars
and
Cents,” Floridians can search
by city, county or special
district for a variety of revenue
information, including: ad
valorem taxes, grants, fees,
fines and more. They can also
look up their local govern
ment’s expenditure informa
tion, including amounts spent
on schools, transportation,
public safety, general govern
ment and more. Floridians
can create reports comparing
governments, revenues and
expenditures, and electronic

Chief Financial Officer
Alex Sink

data is available by year
from 1993 through 2007.
Floridians may also be inter
ested in revenue and expendi
tures data for local school
districts, which can be found at
Florida’s
Department
of
Education.
Since 1973, Section
218.32, Florida Statutes has
required DFS to collect this
financial information from
local governments.
CFO
Sink launched the site to make
the information more easily
available to the public and help
educate Floridians about local
government spending.

Medicaid Fraud Control Unit
Recovers $458,000 Civil
Settlement For False Claims
TALLAHASSEE
Attorney
General
Bill
McCollum announced that the
Florida Medicaid program has
recovered more than $420,000
in a settlement resolving a
false claims lawsuit against a
Palm Beach County company.
Palm Beach Transportation
Inc. allegedly used the names
of Florida Medicaid patients to
create false trip tickets,
causing the Florida Medicaid
program to reimburse the
company for medical transport
never provided. The settle
ment, negotiated by the
Attorney General’s Medicaid
Fraud Control Unit, requires
the company to fully reimburse
the state and pay more than
$35,000 to the state for fees
and costs under the Florida
False Claims Act.
“Every time the Medicaid

program pays out reimburse
ments to entities which have
fraudulently requested those
funds, the people who truly
need the assistance suffer and
taxpayers pay the costs,” said
Attorney General McCollum.
The
Medicaid
Fraud
Control Unit’s investigation
revealed that employees of
Palm Beach Transportation
Inc. used the transport tickets
to bill the state for medical
transportation on days when
the Medicaid patients never
saw a doctor or received any
medical
treatment.
The
Medicaid Fraud Control Unit
investigated the company’s
conduct from 2003 through
March 2004, and found
evidence that the company was
paid more than $423,000 for
the purported false claims
during that time period.

Two of the company’s
employees, Joyce Khan and
Gloria
Thompson,
were
arrested in 2005 by authorities
with the Medicaid Fraud
Control Unit and the Palm
Beach
County
Sheriff’s
Department. Each woman was
charged with Medicaid fraud
and grand theft for their partic
ipation in the scheme. Some
months later, Thompson was
referred to a pre-trial diversion
program and Kahn was adjudi
cated guilty of grand theft.
Pursuant to the Florida
False Claims Act, companies
that submit fraudulent claims
for payment to the state
Medicaid program may be
liable for treble the amount of
damages sustained by the state,
plus a penalty of $5,500 to
$ 11,000 for each false claim.

NATIONAL NEWS
U E S D AY

continued from front page

leaders and political enthusiasts
from their early 20s to 95 and
perhaps beyond, defined the
still deadlocked race between
Sens. Barack Obama and
Hillary Clinton as the result of a
Zeitgeist - the intellectual and
cultural climate of an era.
“There are these change
moments called the Zeitgeist, a
movement moment. It’s not
always defined in the tradition
al issue sense. It’s defined when
people want change,” says
Melanie Campbell, president
and CEO of the National
Coalition on Black Civic
Participation. “It’s just a level
of enthusiasm that makes my
job easier. My job is to increase
black voter participation. I am
not having a hard time doing
that right now.”
The result of the returns
Tuesday night showed enthusi
asm - not only by blacks - but
by whites across the nation as
Obama enthusiasts caused him
to win in states with almost no
African Americans, such as
Idaho with a black population
of 0.7 percent and Utah with 1
percent.
“Basically, what/they say
about him not winning the
white vote, they can put that to
bed,” says Dr. Ron Walters,
University
of
Maryland
political Scientist. Perhaps even
more shocking to some was
Obama’s win in Georgia and
Alabama, hotbeds for historic
racial strife, thought to be still
just below the surface.
In the battle for delegates,
Clinton won eight states,
including the coveted larger
states such as California and
New York, which she repre
sents. She gained 823 delegates
by winning Arizona, California,
New
Jersey,
Oklahoma,
Arkansas, Massachusetts, New
York, and Tennessee.
Obama won 13 states for
732 delegates. They were
Alabama, Colorado, Delaware,
Idaho, Kansas, North Dakota,
Alaska, Connecticut, Georgia,
his home state of Illinois,
Minnesota and Utah.
New Mexico was too close
to call by NNPA deadline early
Wednesday. A total of 2,025
delegates are needed to win the
Democratic nomination. So,
there are 23 more state
primaries to go that could throw
,the election in either direction.
The next major primaries are
Virginia, Maryland and
Washington, D.C. on Tuesday,
Feb. 12.
Plus, at the Democratic

CAUCUS

National Convention Aug. 2528 in Denver, there will be socalled Super Delegates, public
and Democratic Party officials,
who - if the race is still too
close to call - could render the
deciding
votes.
“It seems like there’s almost a
competitive spirit going on with
the states. Who can turn out
more voters?” says Campbell.
“In Georgia for instance at this
time in 2004, about 40,000 had
participated [through early
voting]. When I was in Georgia
last week, over 143,000 people
had cast their votes.”
Campbell
says
youth
ingenuity
is
fueling
the
movement. Obama has drawn a
magnanimous black youth
following through the use of
YouTube,
text-messaging,
Facebook and MySpace, all
digital communications used
pervasively by teens and young
adults.
“I think that’s how you
touch young voters. You have to
touch them in the way that
they’re used to communicate
with each other. And it comes
off as authentic. That’s the
important part too,” says Diallo
Brooks, co-chair of of Black
Youth Vote, a subsidiary of
Campbell’s organization. “But,
the issues are important too.
Education and the cost of
higher education is
sky
rocketing and the eligibility of
loans and Pell grants. People
are worried about the economy
and whether they are going to
have jobs when they graduate
from college and where those
jobs are going to be coming

executive director and CEO of
the Black Leadership Forum.
He says historical presidential
trends have shown that voters
react to particular presidential
leadership styles and personali

from.”

Our country is in what is being
called a war against terrorism

Parents across America
share concerns about the same
issues, says labor leader Bill
Lucy.
“We’ve had seven years of
anti-worker anti-union policies
that favored the rich at the
expense of everyone else,”
says Lucy, international
secretary-treasurer of the 1.4
million-member
American
Federation of State, County and
Municipal
Employees
(AFSCME), AFL-CIO. “And I
think that just looking at the
personalities in the campaign,
nobody
expects
miracles
overnight. But, they do expect
ideas and the views and visions
of a candidate to represent their
interests and their needs and I
think that’s what you’re
seeing.”
But, the historicity of the
moment goes even beyond
issues, says Gary Flowers,

ties.
“So, the corruption of
Nixon resulted in the peanut
farmer of Carter. The perceived
ineptness of the Carter adminis
tration is then replaced by a
Ronald Reagan that promises to
be decisive,” he said. “America,
in the world’s eye, has lost
lives, has lost honor, has lost a
great deal of money and
economic standing. With that,
hope has been drained from the
American citizens. So, it is not
surprising that there is a
renewed spirit of hope and
change on both sides of the
aisle that’s energizing the elec
torate.”
On the Republican side, far
less supported by African
Americans, Sen. John McCain
is leading, having won the big
state of California. He has 619
delegates of the 1,191 needed
by Republican candidates. He
is well ahead of former
Massachusetts
Gov.
Mitt
Romney, Ron Paul of Texas,
and former Arkansas Gov. Mike
Huckabee, who surprised some
observers by winning four
states, including his home.
Ted Shaw, director-counsel
of the NAACP Legal Defense
and Education Fund, agrees that
people are after change across
the board. “The last eight years
have been tumultuous, starting
with the ,2000 Election right on
up to 9-11 and to the present.

and policies that the nation has
turned its back on, the economy
turning South in the aftermath
of the mortgage debacle and
sub-prime lending,” he says.
“So this is a cross-roads
moment. And, when you have
the first opportunity for a
woman to be elected president,
at least the first opportunity that
people think of as real and the
first opportunity for an African
American
to
be
elected
president that people see as
real, it’s an extraordinary
moment. Now, I want to be
clear. I don’t take anything
away from Jesse Jackson or Al
Sharpton or Shirley Chisholm
or any other black candidate
who’s ever run for president.
But, I think that everybody
understands that this is a
different moment.”

continued from front page

“Throughout
this
Democratic-led
session
of
Congress, members of both
Houses have sidelined their
political affiliations to create
bicameral legislation aimed at
moving America in a new
direction only to have the
president derail our efforts. The
president supported spending
$10 billion per month in Iraq
and vetoed health insurance for
10 million children which cost
less than $3.50 a day, crippling

the mental and physical well
being of our most vulnerable
citizens. The president opposed
expanding federal funding for
embryonic stem cell research,
disabling our potential to
eradicate life threatening and
chronic diseases and to restore
health and hope to many of
America’s families.”
“In the remaining 337 days
of his presidency, we call on
President
Bush
to
help
American
families
by

providing
employment
opportunities,
quality
education, and comprehensive
health care for all Americans.”
“The Congressional Black
Caucus, 42 members represent
ing 40 million Americans from
20 states, is determined to build
stronger families, healthier
communities, and a better
America. We hope the president
will work with us as we
honor our commitment to
America’s families.”

Voter Registration Deadlines
Pinellas County Supervisor of Elections Deborah Clark is reminding county residents

that Monday, Feb. 11 is the voter registration deadline to vote in the March 11 elections
for the Pinellas Suncoast Fire & Rescue Control District and 12 municipalities.

Deadline to register for August 26,2008 Primary is July 28,2008
Deadline to register for November 4,2008 General Election is October 6,2008

THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER, THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 7,2008

11

obituaries
“It’s all taken care of’
These were the words that
brought calm to me when my
family member passed away.
She had already taken care
of her funeral and burial
expenses three years ago.
We just placed one call to
McRae Funeral Home and
found out that not only was
the funeral paid for - it was
at prices that were in effect
at the time she made the
arrangements. What a
savings - What a peace of
mind.
So that your funeral is fully funded and won’t be a financial burden
on your family, contact McRae Funeral Home today and discuss
how you can guarantee the future price at today’s cost.

McRae Funeral Home
1940 Martin Luther King Jr. Street South
St. Petersburg, Florida 33705
(727) 895-6005

k>SMITHos
FUNERAL HOME &
CREMATION SERVICE

Brando Jamal
Harris Nelson

Marrio Lenard
Tomlinson

James Roosevelt
McCarter

Rebecca Hill-Keaton

Brando Jamal Harris Nelson
was bom to Tammie Harris and
Master Sergeant Alpha O. Nelson
in Fort Polk, Louisiana on March
30, 1990. He departed this life on
Jan. 17, 2008.
He leaves to cherish his
memories:
mother,
Tammie
Harris (Samuel Vigilance) of
Orlando, FL; father, Master
Sergeant Alpha O. Nelson
(Karen) of Fort Bragg, NC;
sisters,
Dominique
Harris
(Donovan Thomas), Zamarea
Vigilance and Princess Tammia
Vigilance, all of Orlando, FL,
Zahria Nelson of Fort Bragg, NC
and April Brooks of St.
Petersburg; brothers, Trevon
Lewis of Orlando, FL and
Darrion Nelson of Fort Bragg,
NC; maternal grandfather, J.B.
Harris. Jr. of St. Petersburg;
paternal
grandfather,
James
Nelson of Ft. Lauderdale, FL;
grandmother, Patricia Nelson of
Ft. Lauderdale, FL; great grand
mother, Lillie Mae Harris of St.
Petersburg; and a host of uncies,
aunts, nieces, nephews, other
relatives and friends.

Marrio Lenard Tomlinson
was bom to Valerie Neal and
Terrance Tomlinson in St.
Petersburg on May 19, 1986. He
departed this life on Sunday, Jan.
20,2008.
He leaves to cherish his
memories: grandparents, Perman
Neal (Alberta) and Alice Hodges
(Harold);
brothers,
Terrio
Tomlinson and Ashton Lemon;
sisters,
VaTazia
Tomlinson,
Ebony
Tomlinson,
Ellishia
Tomlinson and Keosha Lemon;
devoted
girlfriend,
Venesha
Dorsey; and a host of aunts,
uncles, nieces, nephews, cousins
and loving friends.

James Roosevelt McCarter
was bom to the late Rosa
Kirkland McCarter and Preston
McCarter
in
Donalsonville,
Seminole Comity, Georgia on
June 27, 1947. He departed this
life on Monday, January 21,
2008.
He leaves to cherish his
memories: loving wife, Clara
McCarter of St. Petersburg; five
sisters, Catherine Clark of
Tallahassee, FL, Dorothy Baker
of West Palm Beach, FL, Mary
Tyler (Earnest), Corine Brown,
both of Bainbridge, GA and
Earlyne Ford (Lonnie) of Jakin,
GA; and a host of aunts, uncles,
nieces, nephews, other relatives
and friends.

Rebecca Hill-Keaton was
bom to the late Joe L. Hill and
Iola Brown in Camilla, Georgia
on September 30, 1917. She
departed this life on January 25,
2008.
She leaves to cherish her
memories: two sisters, Mrs. Ruby
L. Floyd of St. Petersburg and
Mrs. Lula B. Kendall of Albany,
NY; four devoted and loving
friends (sisters), ten grandchil
dren, twenty six great-grandchil
dren; and a host of nieces,
nephews and friends.

SMITH FUNERAL HOME

SMITH FUNERAL HOME

SMITH FUNERAL HOME

SMITH FUNERAL HOME

Our Professional Caring Staff...
Affordable Services with Dignity...
Anchored in Integrity...
has established us, as a leader In the funeral Industry.
Consider us first for all ot your funeral Arrangements.
Standard and Premier Funeral Packages

X
T

personalized to your family needs.
“Upholding a tradition ofservice from ourfamily to yours”
Helping families to honor their loved ones in a truly personal way

CALVARY
CATHOLIC
CEMETERY

727-894-2266 / Fax 821-8728
1534 18th Avenue South«St Petersburg, FL 33705
www.smithfliinc.coiB

Burial Spaces

Jnffgjoutajf
Eiwentf
Directors
ofFlsride

F!orlto
Morddmt
Association

New Edition
To
Obituary Section

$990

Creal Funeral
Home

Pre-need
Interest-free

1940 7th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Florida
(727) 896-2602

financing
available

State Approved Pre-Funeral

11801-U.S. 19 N.

Arrangement Plan

Burial Service • Funeral Service
Cremation Service • Shipping Service

Clearwater, FL

Place Your
Funeral
Announcement

* In Memorium

i

727-572-4355

Robert Creal, Sr., LFD

A Traditional Funeral Service Firm Celebrating

10 Years of Service

* Thank You

ln The Community
Professional Staff, Memorials, Providing Services
with Integrity, Shipping Service, Cremation Services,
Spacious and Private Viewing Parlors,
Pre-Arrangements, Cemetery Property,
Limousine Service, DVD Presentations,
T-Shirts, After-Care, Headmarkers,
Urns, Notary, Floral Design,
Video and Photography Services.

In
The Weekly
Challenger

These and many other services can be provided
with efficient and affordable prices.
Trust in the Lord with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine
own understanding. In all thy ways acknowledge Him,

Dwayne E. and
Immaculate Matt

Prince and
Edna Matt

Annie McCrea

Mary Jean Cromartie was
bom to the late Lonnie and
Gladys
Cromartie
in
St.
Petersburg on January 15, 1941.
She departed this life on January
21,2008.
She leaves to cherish her
memories: three sons, Antoine
Johnson, Felix and Reginald
Cromartie;
four
brothers,
Leonard Wiggins (Hannah),
Roger, Lonnie Jr. (Joselyn) and
Charles Cromartie; two grand
children, Brandon and Iraina.

Annie McCrea was bom to
Annie Mae Walker and the late
James A. Walker in Augusta, GA.
She departed this life on January
26,2008.
She leaves to cherish her
memories:
seven daughters,
Cheryl Jackson of Augusta, GA,
Phyllis Williams, Gwendolyn
Callahan, Karen Wilson, Pamela
(Carey) Phillips and Carla
McCrea, all of St. Petersburg,
Evon McCrea of Salisbury, MD;
four sons, Durwin McCrea,
Bernard (Crystal) McCrea, Leon
Scruggs, all of St. Petersburg and
Christopher Smiley (Joann),
Brooklyn, NY; mother, Annie
Mae Walker and father-in-law,
Willie Williams; five brothers,
Leon (Marguarite), Herbert Fryer
(Mamie Jo), Lawrence (Janie),
Glen (Priscilla), Kevin (Avis)
Walker; six brothers-in-law, six
sisters-in-law; fifteen grandchil
dren, eight great-grandchildren;
and a host of aunts, uncles,
cousins, nieces, nephews and
loving friends.

CREAL FUNERAL HOME

Call Today For
CREAL FUNERAL HOME

and He shall direct they paths. ” Proverbs 3:5,6

Zion Hill Mortuary
‘The Soldiers of Service”
1700 49th Street South
St. Petersburg, Florida
Phone (727) 328-0466 • Fax (727) 323-0701
www.zionhillmortuary.com

Mary Jean Cromartie

Special Rates

727-896-2922
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PASTORS CORNER
The Lord’s Prayer
The Lord’s Prayer is the model of prayer that Jesus taught us, as recorded in the
gospels of Matthew and Luke. It is presented here in traditional and modern language.
The Lords prayer, or the “our Father prayer” is prayed daily by
thousands of Christians, and can be seen both as a model for prayer,
and as to be repeated as part of our daily prayer.
It starts by addressing God as our Father in heaven, that although
His name is honoured, and above all other names, we are His children.
As such, we occupy a place of privilege, and He wants us to spend time
in prayer with Him. The Lords prayer then moves on to pray that God’s®
Kingdom, or rule, will become the norm on earth, replacing human
rules and governments, which too often are driven by greed and power.
Only then do we turn to our own needs, and ask our Father for our basic
human needs to be satisfied, and that He would forgive the wrong
things that we have done. We ask for God’s guidance and protection as
we journey through life. Finally we turn back to God, and acknowledge
His supremacy and position as the Almighty ruler.
Pointers for Prayer: Pray the Lords Prayer through, and then take
one of the phrases. Spend a few moments reflecting on that phrase, for
example, imagining what it means for God’s Kingdom to come, or how
we forgive those who sin against us. Then use these thoughts for further
prayer, finally coming back to pray through the Lord’s Prayer again.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
Hallowed be thy Name.
Thy kingdom come.
Thy will be done,
On earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
As we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
But deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power,
and the glory,
for ever and ever.
Amen.

955 20th Street South • St. Petersburg, FL 33712

Progressive Missionary
Baptist Church

(727) 894-4311

Bethel African Methodist Episcopal Church

Email: mzpmbc@gte.net

912 3rd Avenue North- St. Petersburg, FL 33705

Website: www.mzprogressive.org

(727)822-2089
Bethel1894@knologY.net

Worship Services............................... 7:45 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.

Breakfast MinistrY..................... .Sunday 8:00 ajm.
Church School ................................ .
9:00 ajm.
Morning Worship.......... ................ .......10:30 ajm.
BibleStudy............................Tuesday 7:00p.m.
Youth Church.................... Mon & Wed 5:30 pjm.

Sunday School..................................... ........................9:00 a.m.
Prayer Service (Wed)....... .........................................6:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Wed)................ .......................... ...........6:30 p.m.

Mission Statement:
Impact the world by equipping believers
Rev. Louis M. Murphy Sr.
Senior Pastor

“There’s A Place For YOU in the AME Church”

to reach the lost with the gospel ofJesus Christ.

ST. JOHN MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

WAtklKS

IN TH6,,PROMfSBf> VISION

Reverend David L.
and Dorothy
Connelly

Sunday
Morning Worship
10:30 a.m.

3200 Fifth Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727)327-1373

Wednesday

Sunday School

Bible Study
7:00 p.m.

Worship C en ter

Early Morning Worship............. ...... ..............................7:30 aan.

4682 40th Avenue North
St. Petersburg, FL 33714

..... ........... ............................................9:30 a.m.

Morning Worship................................................................11:00 a.m.

Log on:

(727) 686-9356

Wednesday Bible Study & Prayer Meeting............ .....7:00 p.m.

www.travelwiththechurch.com

Pastor Maceo and
Tamika McGriff

www.abundant-harvest.org

(to book your travel engagements)

Friday Prayer Meeting .......................................... ............ 11:00 aan.
Rev. Norris L.
Martin Sr. - Pastor

“WaCking Qn ‘T'fte PromisedVision”

“Raising A Standard For God’s People In God’s Church”

Saiitt Jolpi friniitlYe Baptist Cl>urcl|
Elder Benjamin Adams, Jr., Senior Pastor
Church address: 1002 Palmetto Street, Clearwater, FL 33755
Mailing address: P.O. Box 1235, Clearwater, FL 33755

Looking for a place to gain deeper understanding
of your spiritual nature? A place where
your religious background doesn't matter?
A non-denominational church that believes
God should be user-friendly?

Church Phone: (727) 443-1861 • Fax: (727) 443-0431
Email: sjpbc@tampabayjr.com
Radio dial: 1340 AM 11:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.
Radio internet: tantalk 1340.com

'TCew ilCt. Olive Primitive baptist fLfiurch
Peculiar "People Persuaded to "Perform "$>ie Purpose”

3001 18th Avenue South • Saint Petersburg, Florida 33712
Phone: (727) 327-9904 • Fax: (727) 322-0409
Church School - 9:30 AM • Morning Worship - 11:00 AM
Wednesday Night Prayer Meeting & BibleStudy - 7:00PM

Scheduled Services:
Early Morning......................................................... 8:00 a.m.
Church School........................................................9:45 a.m.
Mid-Morning........................................................11:00 a.m.

Elder Benjamin
Adams, Jr.,
Senior Pastor

Mid-week Family Night Bible Study......... 7:00 p.m.
Theme: “Movers of the Christ Purpose”

Edifying the Church; Evangelizing the Community (Acts-1:4-8)

Jil.iaitfeGnurSIWAWT^TO]
wliiwveicomeanvpne^

Victory Christian Center Church
3012 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33712
(727) 321-0911
www.victorychristiahcenterchurch.coin
Schedule of Services

YOUR CHURCH

fgws©) wsi

wH
--

bMltNiWG WORSHIP 11:00 a.m.

can advertise here

Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.

Claude S. Williams,

(except Wednesdays)

Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church. For more information about the
other services and ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911

Rev. Prentiss John Davis, Minister
Davis

*Nursery and Youth Services Available

First Baptist Institutional
Church
3144 Third Avenue Soulth
St. Petersburg, FL
Phone: 323-7518
Sunday School
Morning Worship

Come Worship With
the First Baptist Family

"doiM <71 c”
U5

4016 - 12th Avenue South
St- Petersburg, FL 33711

Rev. Wayne G.
Thompson, Pastor

2830 22ntffLvenue South
St. (Petersburg, Tloricta. 33712

727-321-8574

Early Sunday Service........................ 8:00 am
“

727-327-8590

Sunday Schooi Enrichment............. 9:10 am

Email: trinityp@tampabay.rr.com
Alfonso Woods,
Pastor

“lAonday-Coryorate Erayer.......6:00 Sd 7:30

Yi

Prinity Presbyterian Cburcb

“Leam To Take DOMINION Over Your Life"

Sunday Service.................. ....:.............10:00 am

9:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

Dominion Worship Center Ministries

727-898-2457 Fax: 727-895-8898
unitytemplesltruth@msri.com

pastorwoods07@yahoo.com

Wednesday-Coryorate Erayer.......... 6:00am

SCHEDULE OF SERVICES

Wednesday “BiUCe Study
and Eamdy “Training “l-Cr.................7:30 ym

Sunday School - 9:30 a.m. • Morning Worship - 11:00 a.m.

Sunday- Coryorate Erayer...........6:00 am

Bishop Albert E. Weaver
& Lady Tonya Weaver

Bible Study - Wednesday - 6:30 p.m.
Holy Communion Every First Sunday
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
BETHEL METROPOLITAN BAPTIST CHURCH

ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711

1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL

Telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240

(727) 321-6631

• www.stmarkch.org

E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com

Schedule of Services

..10:00 a.m.
....9:00 a.m.
....7:00 p.m.
....7:00 p.m.

Church School ................................................... 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship.........................
10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union.............................................. 5:00p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Thursday 9:30 a.m. & 7:00 p.m.

“God’s House In The City”
Greater Mt. Zion African Methodist
Episcopal Church
t 919 - 20th Street S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
email: info@greatermtzioname.org
Website: www.greatermtzioname.org

Rev. Clarence Willii
Pastor

Early Morning Worship............ ................„7:30 a.m.
Sunday School........................ ................. 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship..................... ................11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Vintage Bible Study.. ..11:00 a.m. -12 noon
Wednesday Bible Study............. ................. 6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Prayer Service......... ................. 7:00 p.m.

Live Broadcast WRXB (Every Sunday • 8:30 ajn.)Tape Ministry • Bus Ministry
Need a tape of a service or transportation - Dial 894-1393

Friendship

10th Street Church Of God

Missionary Baptist Church

St. Petersburg, FL 33705

3300 31st Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300
www.fmbctheship.org

(727) 898-9407

207 - 10th Street North

Sunday School......................

Sunday............. 7:45 A.M. and 11 A.M. Worship

Wednesday Evening Prayer.........6:30 pjn.

"Serving and Saving

Sunday School................... .....................9:30 A.M.

Wednesday Night Bible Study.....7:30 pjn.

"Helping and
Healing"

Wednesday................ Noonday Bible Study and
Bread of Life; 7 P.M. Prayer and Bible Study

"Inspiring and
Instructing"

Thursday......................7 P.M. Youth Enrichment

"Praying and
Praising"

The church where
what God’s word teaches
is practiced!

Rev. Ronald L. Bell

Macedonia Freewill
Baptist Church
900 - 16th Avenue South • St. Petersburg, Florida 33705

Pastor

Fraycr Tvwcr Church

20th Street
Church Of Christ

Bishop Raymond T. Baker, Pastor

Sunday Morning Bible Class...... ........................... 9:00 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship ...................................10:30 a.m.
Ladies Bible Class Monday.................... ............... 1:00 p.m.
Sunday Evening Worship.............................. .........5:00 p.m.
Monday Evening Bible Class................................. 7:00 p.m.
Wednesday Evening Bible Class............................... 7:00 p.m.

Sunday Mid-Morning 11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Prayer Meeting, Bible Study 7:00 p.m.
Communion is observed every first Sunday
The Church Where Everyone is Welcome

Qvd ih Christ

SERVICES
Bro. Robert Smith

Sunday Morning Service 8:00 a.m.

vr

Elder Clarence Welch, Pastor
Elder Carson Skinner, Assistant Pastor
1137 37th Street South
Saint Petersburg, FL 33711
(727) 321-0670

820 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL
Home: 896-8006

Office (727) 895-4900 • Fax (727) 895-4990

9:30 aan.

Morning Worship...........................11:00 aan.

Dr. John A. Evans,
Pastor

"The church with a heart in the heart of the city"

Sunday

Sunday School -10:30 a jn.
A. M. Service -11:30 ajn.
YPWW (lst & 3rd Sunday) - 5:30 pan.
PAI. Service (lst & 3rd Sunday) - 6:30 pjn.
P. M. Service (2nd & 4th Sunday) - 5:30 pjn.

Tuesday

Morning Prayer - 9:30 to 10:30 aan.

Wednesday

Prayer Service - 7:30 pjn,

Thursday

Bible Study (for all ages) - 7:30 pan.

The Rock of Jesus Missionary Baptist Church

Queen Street
Church Of God

Rev. Brian K. Brown

Rev. Rickey L, Houston
Pastor

In

Church School:......................................9:15 a.m. - 10:00 a.m.
Devotion:............................................... 10:00 a.m. — 10:20 a.m.
Praise and Worship:............... .............10:20 a.m. -10:30 a.m.
Morning Worship Service:......... A.).;,;:;..;'.10:30 a.m.
Bible Study each Tuesday: .................................... .....6:30 p.m.

Christ

1732 9th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

Van service is available by calling:
(727) 327-0015

(727) 896-4356
Elder A.P. Conage, Pastor
8:00 A.M. - Sunday Service
9:30 A.M. - Sunday School
11:00 A.M. - Morning Service

r L iw

Sunday Worship Service.....
Sunday School......................
Teen Summit (Wednesday).
Bible Study (Wednesday)....

THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 — 18th AVENUE SOUTH
St. Petersburg, Florida

9:00 A.M. - Tuesday Prayer
7:00 P.M. - Wednesday Bible Study

Telephone: 727-327-0015 - Fax: 727-327-0021
Office Hours: Monday thru Thursday
9:00 a.m. — 5:00 p.m.

Rev. Frank W.
Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

YPWW First and Third Sunday of each month after Morning Service

L^etu |dhtlahelplria (fLammumtg (Cljurch

NEW HOPE MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
2120 - 19th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

The Reverend Don A. Gaskin, Pastor

(727) 896-5228
www.spreadinghopeonline.org

P.O. Box 15935 • St. Petersburg, FL 33733

MSS
Ouf Purpose Is TheAdvancementOf ®^’^

1

Promotion Of The Spiritual. Moral, Social And Ecoi
Welfare Of Our Members And Community

Wisdom School 9:50 A.M.

Sunday Services:

Morning Worship 10:30 A.M.

tax'

Services
Sunday: 8:00am And 1 0:00am
Wednesday: 7:00pm

Church School..........................9:00 a.m.

Bible Study Fellowship 6:30 P.M. (Wed.)

Praise & Worship Service .. .10:30 a.m.
The Reverend Aaron V. Gaskin.................

...Associate Pastor

The Reverend Dr. Vikki T. Gaskin-Butler.

...Associate Pastor

Finance Ministry............................................

...James Robinson

Children & Youth Ministry............................

....Joyce Robinson

Clerk Ministry..................................................

..Wyvonnia McGee

Wednesday Services:
Rev. Carlos Senior,
Pastor

Midweek P.U.S.H.

Ia! BctI; i

(Prayer Meeting/Bible Study).. 7:00 p.m.

2901 54th Ave. South • St. Petersburg, FL 33712

“One Body, One Spirit, One Hope”

“A Church With Passion for God and Compassion for People”

Reverend Dr. Manuel Sykes

(727) 866-2567

The Old Landmark Cathedral
ChurcH Of God
F

IN

Christ

Superintendent Mitchell L. Bryant, Pastor
4201 - 6th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33705
Phone: 727/898-8616 • Fax: 727/502-9843
“Grace and Peace Be Unto You from the Old
Landmark Church Family”
Schedule of Services
Sunday School - 9:30 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship - 11 a.m.

Supt. Mitchell L. Bryant
and Lady Danita B. Bryant

Wednesday Night Bible Study - 7:30 p.m
Noon Day Prayer - Daily at 12 noon

03 73RD AVENUE | ST PETE BEACH, FL 337061 727.367.1
“A Church of Ordinary People Serving an Extraordinary God!”

Sunday

Corporate Prayer 10:30 am
Worship Service 11:00 am

Emmanuel Christian Fellowship
3501 37th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33711
(727) 327-5144
Sunday School.............................9-30 A.M.
i/Vorship Services..... 11:00 A.M. & 6:00 P.M.
Wednesday..................... 6:30 P.M. (Prayer)
7:00 P.M. (Bible Study)
;rjday........................ 6:30 P.M. Youth Night

Thursday

PASTOR BILL JESSIE
Revealing Truth Ministries
St. Pete Beach, FL

Corporate Prayer 6:30 pm
BibleStudy
7:00 pm
Saturday

Bishop
Franklin Evans Sr.
Pastor

"We Walk By Faith and Not By Sight

Corporate Prayer 900 am
Children s Church Availab e

//
Pastor & Founder of Revealing Truth Ministries

revehlingtnjth.org
___________ ...
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CHURCH NEWS
New Philadelphia Community Church
"Black History Month Observance"
The church family of NeW Philadelphia Will continue to celebrate the
annual observance of cultural history of African-Americans.
Proclamation emphasis throughout the month Will be acknowledging the
“Black Presence” in the Bible. In addition to the Holy Bible, an additional
reference will also be used in presenting the African connection in Bible compila
tion. Writings from the late Dr. Copher, formerly of the Interdenominational
Theological Center in Atlanta, Georgia will copiously be presented.
Annual dress during month-long observance will be:
Second Sunday - Warm-up or Jogging Suits
Third Sunday - Church T-Shirts
Fourth Sunday - “Old Clothes”
A “Soul-Food” dinner will conclude fourth Sunday celebration ofBlack History Month.
Church family andfriends will bring covered dishes ofpast and present cultural
delicacies. The sign-up sheet will be circulated during mid-morning worship.
Biblical-historical exhortations Will be offered during Worship service in
February. Pastor will continue to give proclamation challenges consistent with
Black Church’s past, present, and future.Members are urged to be present
for first Sunday in the high and holy season of Lent.

Friendship Missionary Baptist Church
“Giving thanks always for all things to God the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.” Ephesians 5:20

Dr. John A. Evans, Sr. God’s anointed
shepherd of Friendship Missionary Baptist
Church, the official staff and the entire
Friendship Family located at 3300 31st. Street
South graciously extend to all a cordial
welcome to join us for worship. Our doors are
always open to our guest.
The vision at Friendship been given to
Pastor Evans by God. Join us as we venture
into a new year and a unique worship’experience in God’s holy place. This worship experience leads to the victory in Christ Jesus.
The entire Friendship Church Family
would be delighted if you would accept our
invitation to worship with us during our early
morning worship service which commences at
7:45 a.m., church school at 9:30 am followed
by 10:45 a.m mid-morning worship. The
Deacons will serve during the devotional
period, the Adult Choir will provide songs of
praise to God and Pastor Evans will impart
God’s word to his people.

Pastor Carlos L. Senior and the New Hope is held on Wednesday evenings. The schedule
Church Family invite you to worship with us
for 2008: Prayer - 6:30 - 7:30 p.m.
whenever our doors are opened. We believe Classes - 7:30 - 8:30 p.m. We are presently
firmly that when praises go up, blessings come studying the book of Romans. Why not join us?
down! Won’t you join us in giving God thanks
Prayer Band is held on Thursday mornings
for the wonderful things He has done. Sunday
.qq “Effectual, fervent prayers of the
morning begins at 7:45 with Early Morning righteous availeth much.” Come let’s praise
Service. Sunday School begins at 9:15. There God together
are classes available for all ages. Bring the
entire family!
Calendar of Events January 2008
Worship continues at 10:30 with the New (For information concerning any events,
Hope Male Chorus leading the congregation in piease can 72 7-896-5228.)
praise. The Music team consists of Michael . Feb 9 Teachers Certification Workshop - Orlando
McKenny, Vemard McKenny, Marcus Childs, . . Feb 10 Black History Celebration
and Corey Givens. The Bread of Life will be . Feb 16 Mentori Worksh
served by our Esteemed pastor, the Reverend
...... .
r
• Feb. 20-22 Mamed Couples Conference Carlos L. Semor.
~XT„.
Orlando, National Baptist Convention, USA

MIDWEEK P.U.S.H.

A

(Prayer, Understanding & Spiritual Healing)
Bible Study (Adult and Youth) and Prayer

• Feb. 23 Women of Hope Prayer Breakfast

“The purpose of prayer is not to
get what we want, but to become
what God wants.”

Please join us each Wednesday at 12:00
pm for noonday Bible Study and each
Wednesday night at 7:00 pm for prayer service
and mid-week bible study.
Join us the first Wednesday of every month
for “Living Everyday In Victory” our
Wednesday night “LIVE” worship service at
7:00 pm. Pastor Evans will bring the word of
God..
Friendship Missionary Baptist Church is
in need of a Minister of Music. A resume’ is
required. For more information, please call the
church office Monday
through Friday
between 9:00 & 3:00.
Please visit our website @www.fmbctheship.org for other church activities

Bethel A.M.E. Church

New Hope Missionary Baptist Church
“ONE BODY, ONE SPIRIT, ONE HOPE”
Reverend Carlos L. Senior, Pastor • Theme: “Crossing Over...”

Our theme: “One Lord, One Faith , One
Baptism, One Church “

Historic Bethel African Methodist Episcopal
Church, located at 912 3rd Avenue North, downtown
St. Petersburg, FL, under the pastorage of Rev. David
L. Connelly, invite the church community to share in
the work of Our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ as we
continue to render service to all humankind.

Our mission is “To reflect the very heart and soul
of each member at Bethel in all engaging manifestation in the worship of God”. The Christian life is not
merely knowing, hearing, and talking about what
should be done, but doing the will of Christ. The only
way to realize that we are God’s children is to let
Him lead us to our Father in everything we do.

Bethel offers many opportunities to minister to
members of our church family and church
community. The following opportunities are
rendered:
•Feeding ministry, Sunday morning at 7:30
, „ , ,
, „ ,
„ „„
• Church School each Sunday morning at 9:00
J
°
• Morning worship service each Sunday at 11:00

The Pastor, officers and members of Bethel open
our hearts and arms to you, inviting you to come and
share in the goodness of the Lord. We believe that
your visit to our church would be no accident
because God would have placed us on the same path.
„
r
,
If you are searching, hopmg, praying tor a place to
belong, there’s a place for you in the A.M.E. Church.

• Youth Church, Mon & Wed evenings at 5:30-7:00
• Prayer & Bible Study, Tuesday evenings at 7:00

We once again invite you to join us as we lift the
name of the Lord in song and praise.

• Music ministry, Wednesday evenings at 7:00
J
• Women s Missionary Society

T .
,
. . _.
Information on these and other church ministries
can be obtained By contacting the Church Office,

• Young People’s Division
• Lay Organization

Mon. - Fri., 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. at (727) 8222089oremailusatBethell894@knology.net

• Transportation

:

“I will look unto the hills from whence cometh
my help
my
cometh from the Lord ...”

Benevo ence

Mt. Zion A.M.E.

Trinity Presbyterian Church

“I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me.” Philippians 4:13

Trinity Presbyterian Church, located at 2830 22nd Avenue South, St. Petersburg extends
to the community at large an invitation to worship with us this Sunday, Feb. 10 as we continue to celebrate Black

Mt. Zion A.M.E. Church located at 919 20th
Street South, St. Petersburg, under the leadership of
Rev. Clarence Williams, its official staff and the
entire church family extend to the community at
.large an invitation to join ns •m worship
v a.a
fhw oSunday

WEEKLY MINISTRIES:
In need of a mid-week lift? Then stop by Zion
f°r a daY
ministry. Wednesday — Vintage Bible
StudV’ 11:0° a m” come enJ°y
W°rd ^d lunch;
Bible Study,
6:00
p.m.,
come
together
to7;(x)
study col' our J
»

and the remainder of the month . Dunng this month
you
, power.packed hour of K)„g>
of celebrating Love and our Black Heritage, we . prajse and preaching.
invite our church body to bring someone to church.
Mt. Zion is a loving body of believers seeking to
UPCOMING EVENTS:

our guest preacher.

A “Soul Food” dinner will be served after worship on the Sunday. Our theme throughout this

month is entitled, “Sharing the Dream by Following the Trailblazers.”

Feb- 10 ‘ LaV Organization Pre-Valentine Tea 9:30
a.m. & 12:30 p.m.
„ , ,, , .
x
f
Feb. 11-14 - St. Petersburg District Conference /Mt.
Zion A.M.E., St Petersburg, 7 p.m.

God s way.
Our early morning services begin at 7:30 a.m.
Start your day with us as we lift high the name of
Jesus. Church School will follow at 9:30 a.m.; bring

Feb. 24.83rd Church Anniversary Celebration
7.30 ancj j j a m
,
Mount Zion is on the move5 §et on board as

the family for a time of study In the Word. At 11:00

we Mount up at Mount Zion!
Thought for the week:
than

Special exhibits and displays highlighting

various aspects of Black history will be on display throughout the month. Sunday school begins at 9:30 a.m. and
morning worship begins at 11:00 each Sunday. Please come and share in worship and the special activities planned

around the History of the Dream and the Dreamers.
Excerpt from last Sunday’ message: “In Shackles Too Long” - (Matthew 17:1-13) “...And God spoke, saying,
as he did at Jesus’ baptism: ‘This is my beloved son... Do not be afraid.’ This encounter changed the lives of the trio
who accompanied Jesus on the mountain. Jesus called this experience a vision. We are to see things in a new way. On
the mountaintop, Peter’s first inclination was to make the moment into a monument, to take the vision of God’s glory
and erect a visitor’s center.

share the good news of Christ. Join us as we give
thanks to God for his many benefits and praise God
j, TT.
,
for His grace and mercy toward us. Come, let us
6 ,
,
,
reason together as we endeavor to do God s will,

a.m. we’ll participate in Contemporary Worship,
join us as we give Glory to God. The Richardson
Special Chorus will minister in song through out the
day. Pastor Williams will provide food for your soul,
come be blessed by the Word.

History Month. Dr. Gregory Padgett, Associate Professor of History at Eckerd College and licensed minister will be

But Jesus led this trusted trio back down from the mountaintop... into the valley of

troubled souls in need of healing; into the valley of human desperation. Holiness is not apart from this world.

For the

good and interest of this world, holiness changes the way we live in this world. Our mountaintop encounters, our
epiphanies, those moments when God allows us a fleeting glimpse of His glory; those moments transform our lives for
the transformation of the world. I want to suggest to you this morning that God intends for us to take the inspiration of
the mountain and translate that into living power for the desperate in the valley. ... Not very many of us are called in
this life to notoriety, and national prominence, but the Bible teaches us that all of us are called to do what’s right, to
help clear the path for those who come after us, to help ripen the fruit of God’s future. The time is right for us at Trinity
Presbyterian church to take more assertive steps to welcome new people and new ideas into our fellowship. The time
is right for us as a community to speak out against the cancers that are claiming our prospects for the future. ...
Gangster rap is all good and misunderstood. Hip Hop is the RAVE... no its not. Any culture that demeans, dehuman

“Shine brighter

gach other like gol(J„

izes and defines Black women as B’s, H’s and freaks is not all good and misunderstood. Any culture that glorifies
violence is not all good. My 18 year old nephew has less of a chance of being lynched by the Kian or killed in a war
than he has of being murdered by his own kind. The time is right for us to speak out against the senseless violent
behavior that has laid siege to our communities.) Violence and insanity have become the order of the day rather than

Be blessed and have a Jesus filled week,

aberrations in an otherwise civil society. The time is right for us to speak out against the insanity that is crippling our
communities.” (Pastor Alfonso Woods)

Holy Temple Pentecostal

Contact

St Petersburg Theological Seminary
SI WeVlsion. ) J

Church, Inc.

The Weekly
“Announces the Pastoral Installation
Services for Eider Zema J. Florence, III”

Challenger

An lnstitotton (tf Higher ■
Learning Committed Tb ■

to learn

Preparing Men & Women To
Communicate Clearly The 1

how your

Claims'Of The Older And

church’s

Newer Covenants For The

Programs Offered:
Doctor Of Ministry

Modern World

special events

WHERE: house of praise and blessings
3011 1ST AVENUE NORTH

and weekly

ST. PETERSBURG, FL 33713
DR. MENTHA THOMAS, PASTOR

WHEN:

schedules can

FEBRUARY 10, 2008 AT 3:00 P.M.
Bishop Dr. L.R. Jeter, Presiding

Shekinah Fellowship of Churches, inc Presiding Prelate
For more information, please contact Pastor Florence at

be placed on

(727) 867- 3352 or (727) 244-0686.
COME AND CELEBRATE WITH US!

Shekinah Fellowship of
Churches, Inc.

this page!

Master Of DivinityMaster Of Rabbinic Studies

A Place Where
One's Natural
Gifts Can
Blossom Into
God's Glory

10830 Navajo Drive
St. Petersburg, FL 33708

727-399-0276
www.sptseminary.edu
registrar@spLseminan.edu

M.A. In Biblical Studies
.M.A. in Counseling
M.A. In Judaic Studies
M.A. ln Missiology/Evangelism/Youth Ministry
M.A. In Pastoral Counseling
M.S. In Educational Ministries
M S. In Religious Teacher Education
M.S. In Teacher Education
Bachelor Of Arts Degree Completion
Certificate ln Religious Education

Accredited by The Trans-National Association Of Christian Colleges
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Queen Mother Nana Ama Odi Visits
Photos continued from article on front page. Photos courtesy

Lead dancer,
Ms. Maame Serwaa

Dancer

... and inside the Simmons’ home

Queen Mother Odi, center

Dancer

Subordinate queen, the
honorable Nana Akua Asantewaa

An umbrella is held above the Queen Mother

Greetings are extended to the hosts

of James 0. Simmons.

Dancers lead the delegation up the driveway ...

Dancing continues inside to honor the Simmons’ home

The Queen sits with children at her feet

Mr. Simmons dancing with Queen Mother

Group picture of delegation and hosts

Baskets of gifts are passed out by the dancing girls

Three young girls of Queen Mother Odi’s court

Dancing girls pass out gifts from the Queen Mother

Mr. Simmons officially welcoms the Queen Mother
and her court to his home

The Queen Mother presents gifts to her hosts

Mrs. Simmons and Princess Sally Mensah embrace
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Who’s coming for dinner?

At my house: Community.

have someone who appreciatemy African
American history the way I do.

Pubiix

